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An. Amida to prevent the Prevalency of 
ANABAPTISM 


Efe following are Eight Queries, which 1 Humbly offer, concern- 
_ ing Infants Eaptiſm, and } ſhall modeſtly reply unto them all, and 
leave it to the Conſideration of the Chriſtian Reader, 


Firſt of all my firſt Query ſhall be this, namely, Whether it # poſſible 
for any Children that aye in their Infancy to be ſaved? 

Secondly, If any ſuch Children are, or poſſibly can be ſaved, dying as 
aforeſaid? Whether they are, or can be ſaved by any other way or means 
than by Faith in the Imputed Righteouſneſs, and Merits of Jeſus Chrift, 
namely, Habitual Faith; for Fi; not to be ſuppoſed, in an ordinary way, 
that they can be Capable of Atting the Grace of Faith in their own Perſons ? 

My Third Query is this, viz. Whether any Perſons, Young or Old, In- 
fants, or Adult Perſons, bave any Attual hand in their own Spiritual Birth, 
or Converſion ſrom a State of Nature and nnbelief into a State of. Grate, 
viz. Saving Sanflifying Faith ? | x20? 2Y 

Fourthly, 1f Chilartn are Tuſtified and Saved by, and through the 
Habitual Grace of Faith in Cbreſt Teſm, that dye in their Infancy, whe- 
ther or no they have not a Right to the Ordinance of Water-Baptiſm ? 

Fifthly, The Fifth Query is this, Whether the Children of Chriſtian 
Believers, for it is ſuch 1 am Treating about, may not have the Go!den Oyl 
of Gods Free Grace poured into their Lamps by the Holy Spirit of Grace 1" 
their Infancy, as well as Adult Perſons? _ 

My Sixth Query is this, Whether the Children of Chriſtian Believers, 
under the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel of Grate, have not as great a Privi- 
ledge, as ever the Childrenof Jewiſh Parents enjoyed under the diſpenſation 
of the Ceremonial Law ! 

Seventhly, My Seventh Query ſhall be this, namely, Whether that 
Grace, which Fits and Qualifieth | Infants to partake of the Inheritance of 
the Saints in Light, do not Fit and Qualify them for the Ordinance of Wa- 
ter-Baptiſm? | 

The Eighth and laſt Query ſhall be this, /f Chi/dren-are waſhe# in the 
Blood of Chriſt, and ſo cleanſed from their Original Sins by the Imputt ation 
of Chriſts Righteouſneſs through Faith, whether or nothey have mat a Rzaht 
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To the Eight Queries I ſhall give a Brief Diſtin& Anſwer, as fol- 
loweth, 

Firſt of all, my Anſwer to the Firſt Query ſhall be this; If Chitdren 
muſt ſtand before God at his Tribunal in the Final Day of Judgment, 
and be Judged, Determined, and receive Eternal Sentence together with 
Adult Perſons, then Children are to be ſaved or damned according to the 
Sentence that God will then paſs upon them, | 

But Children that dye in their Infancy muſt all ſtand before God in 
the Final Day of Judgment at his Tribunal, and be Judged, Determi- 
ned, and receive Eternal Sencence together with Adult Perſons : 

, Therefore all Children muſt be ſaved or damned that die in their In- 
ancy : 
Rev. 20. 12. And 1 ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, and beforc God, 
and the books were opened : and another book, was opened, which 1s the book, 
of life : and the dead were judged out of thoſe things which were written in 
the books. 

Secondly, If ſome Children have been ſanCtified from the Womb, as is 
declared in the Holy Scripture they have, 

Then the Children of Chriſtian Believers may have Grace poured 
into their Souls in their Infancy, and be ſaved dying in their Childhood. 

But ſome Children are declared in the Holy Scriptures to have been ſan- 
Qified from their Mothers Womb, nay in the very Womb ir ſelf ; 

Therefore the Children of Chiſtian Believers may have Grace poured 
into their Hearts in their Infancy, 

_ I. And be ſhall be filled with the holy G hoſt, even from his Mothers 
womb... ; 

For lo, afſoon 4s the woice of thy ſalutation ſounded in mine ears, the 
babe leaped in my womb for joy. 

Pſal. 22. But thox art he that to0k, me out of the womb; thou didſt make 
"ne hope, when I was upon my mothers breaſt s. 

I was caſt upon thee from the womb : thou art my God from my mothers 
»elly. 

Thirdly, Our Saviour Chriſt had a very tender care and reſpect for the 
Children of thoſe who were his Followers, that believed in him, when 
he was Perſonally here upon Earth, as in Luke 18. And they brought 
unto him alſo Infaxts, that he would touch them : but when hu diſciples To 
it, they rebuked them, 

But Jeſus called them unto him, and ſaid, Suffer little children to come 
wiito me, and forbid them not : For of ſuth 1 the kingdom of God. 

But ſome Perſons would fain have it, that theſe little Children were 
brought unto our Saviour Chriſt for to be cured of ſome kind of bodily 
Diſeaſe, or Infirmity ; but 1 cannot find by all the Obſervation that I can 
make 
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make that there is aty thing looks like it, or tends that way ; for there is 


not ſo much as one Word mentioned of any bodily Diſeaſe or Infirmity 
they had, nor of any Cure that! was wrought in this Nature. But be- 
fore I have done with this Diſcourſe I will prove in-another place, where 
I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak more to this purpoſe , thoſe little In- 
fants or New-born Babes ( which it ſeems were brought unto Chriſt in 
the Arms of their Parents, or Friends) to. be ſuch as believed in him, 

Secondly, My Anſwer to the Second Query is this, viz. That all that 
ever were, are, or that ever ſhall be faved, Old or Young, Male or 
Female, Bond or Free, Parents or Children, were, are, and ſhall be 
ſaved, by, and through Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

AQts 4. Neuher # there ſalvation in any other : for there us none other 
name under heaven given among men 9 hn we muſt be ſaved. 

He that believeth ſhall be ſaved ;, but hs that believeth not ſhall be dam- 
ned :- far he is condemned already , and the wrath of God abideth on him. 

Now if there be no Salvation to be had, but. by and through Faith in. 
a Lord Jeſus _— 4 k , 

nen young Children muſt have Juftifying Faich, or they can. never 
be aved, if boy dye in their —_ Wthoartr , 

For they dye- in a ſtate of Enmity againſt God, And are by nature 
children of wrath, Eph. 2. 3. 

But God ts juſt, and the -__ of all them which believe. 

Thirdly, My Anſwer to the hird Query is this, namely, That all 
Perſons whatſoever, either Old or Young, that ever have been, or that 
ever ſhall be converted to God, from a ſtate of Wrath and Miſery, into 
a ſtate of Grace and. Salvation, have been, and ever ſhall be wholly 
paſſive therein ; and have no more hand. in it, than they had in creating 
themſelves: For it is a new Creation. They are created in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good works : Nor have they any more hand in it, than Lazarus had in rai- 
ting himſelf from the Dead : For it is the Firſt Reſurrection z and there, 
is a Bleſſing pronounced to all ſuch as have their part in the Firſt Re- 
ſurreQtion ; for on ſuch the ſecond death ſhall have 119 power, Rev. 20. 6. : 
' They haveno more hand in their own Converſion than a young Infant 

hath in his own Natural Birth: And as by nature we are all Children of 

wrath, dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; ſo by Grace all the Elec. of God 
are made alive : They muſt be born again, and made Children of the 
molt High God, John 3. 3. 

We are all Spiritually dead by nature, and we muſt be raiſed out of 
the Grave of Unbelief, and hardneſs of Hearr, which is a ſtate of 4piri- 
tual Death, Eph, 2. And you. hath be quickened, who were dead in treſ- 
paſſes and ſins. | 

And what hand had St, Paxl in his own Converſion from a ſtate of 
Nature 
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Natore intoaſtat&of Grace; or what precedaneous Qualifications were 
there im him; to-niove God to pour converting Grace» ito: his heart, 
eve: af ſuch a tinſe as that, wheri he was awr-open profeſſed Enemy to 
Chtiſt, and made havock- of his' Chorch , fighting againſt God in-an 
hoſtite way and manner, with the very laſtruments of deavh in his Poc- 
| ket, namely, the High-PrieſtsLetrers, or Warrants, to ſeize upon all 
thoſe Perſons that miade'« Frofeſſjon of the Chriſtian Religion ; riding: 
Poſt, as it were, to Dimaſe#z abour the Devils Buſineſs, with a Reſo- 
lution to {pare' neither Age nor Sect 3 but ro apprehend and ſeize upon 
all, and ſecure; and puiiiſh them 5 bur God mer with him by the way, 
and unhorſt him by/a Powerful Voice from Heaven, as ybu-may ſee the 
wholeRelation in' As 9g. Therefore he was wholly paſlive-in his firſt 
Converſion ; bur he was a choſen Veſſel, As g, 15. 

Secondly,' What hand had bloody Aanaſſeh in his own converſion to 
God, Who was ſuch a wicked Wretch, - as'to caute his own Children to 
pits through the Fire ;' and-was a moſt grievous Idolater; and alſo a 
cruel bloody Murderer, which are always linkt together, [dolatry and 
Curelty, exergoes hand in hand together : For he nude the Streets of 
Jeruſalem to run down with innocent Blood. 

But yet notwithſtanding all thoſe horrible crimes, which he was then 
guilty of, God by his Free Grace and Abundant-Mercv, -overlook'd and 

als'd by all, and converted him to himlelf, through his preventing 
Craze and Goodneſs, 2'Chron, $3. 12-13. | |. 

-- Thirdly, Another Monufrent of Gods Free Grace-and Mercy ' was 
that of Mary Magdalene, who was a great Strumper. Pray what hand 
had ſhein her own converſion from a ſtate of Unbelief , hardnets of 
Hedft, 'and Impenitency, into-a ſtare of Grace and Salvation, when 
ſhe was poſſeſſed with no lefs than ſeven Devils at orice. i Why, it muſt 
be fefolved into Gods bree Grace, in eternal Election: For the' was a 
isſen Veſſel: fronvall Eternity. 

Now can there be more in Elect Children, to hinder and oppoſe the 
ſpirit in pouringſanCtifying {aving grace into their preciousſouls,than there 
were in the Hearts of thoſe notorious Criminals, when as thele dear inno- 
cent Babes were'never guilty of any Actual Tranſgreſſions againſt God, 

But God is a free Agent, and his: Grace is free and preventing Grace ; 
for he'is found of them that ſought him notz and manifeſted to them 
that asked not after him, Rom. 10.20. Iſa 65. 1. Eph, 2. 11, 12. 

And the Apoſtle acknowledged and ſaid in 1 Cor. 15. 10. But by the 
grace of God I am what I am. 

Thus you ſee ] have clearly proved from the Holy Scriptures that all 
Perſons are wholly paſſive in their firſt converſion to God, and it is all 


of free Grace from the F6undation-to the Top ſtone of Men's Salvation, 
Ae Fourthly 
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Fourthly;. My Anſwer to the Fourth Query ſhall be this, namely, 1f 


w_ Ele@:Children are juſtified» and ſaved by habitual believing in Chriſt 


eſus, i then undoubtedly they have a right to the Ordinance of Baptiſm : 
But all Ele Children that die in their Infancy are juſtified and ſaved 
through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, ergo, 
And the Apoſtle hath ſaid ro Pelievers, then are your chilayen holy. 
nd if there be no Juſtification nor Salvation to be acquired,nor obtained, 


/but by, and through Faith in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt by Imputation, 


Then Childrers muſt havejuſtifynig Faith, 'otherwiſe they cannor pol- 

ſibly be {faved,:dying in their Infancy, - in (0h FP 
- Eph. 2. Forby Grace are ye ſaved: rhrongh” Faithi, and that not of your 

ſelves}, it is the gift of God. ” '} 304 

Not of works, leſt any man ſkould boaftii 1 1, Oo 

Gal. 2. But the ſoriptare bath concluded alk: nder. fin, that the promiſe 
by faith of Feſus Chriſt might be gluon togbenirlies \bekieques {11 + 

Rom, 3. Even the righteouſneſs of God which ishy Faith_of Jeſus Chriſt 


unto all, and kpox all them that boljeve ; ifor there no difference?: For all 


have fenned, ani come'ſhort of the glory of God; being. juſtified freely by 
bis grace. | 


ere is nothing of Man's Merit going before ir, nor nothing, of the 
CreatyresaCting in it ; then it-mult all be-of free: Gpateg and all Perſons, 


Young and Old, are wholly paſſiv&intheworkiof Regeneration. 


Now if theſe Perſons, that are againſt Infants Bapcifni, will be fo 


charitable as to allow, that any Children chat dye if their Infancy can 


poſſibly be ſaved, n | | 
Then I will afſert, that all ſuch Children, in ſpecial-manner, have as 
good a right, if not a better, to the Ordinance of Bapilin, than any 
beg Oheffs 1, bay + 


Adult Perſon can' have whabloever:” © ft 5h 


And our*Saviour Chriſt hath/joined Faith, Baptiſms. and Sglyatian- t9- 
gether, therefore what God hath joined together'for his own Names lake, 
not Men' part aſunder for their own Opinions ſake, -- -f 3:5, 

And [ ſhall prove the former by a Text of Scriptute, part of which 
the Anahaptiſts: have preſt into their-(ervice, forthe maintaining and up- 
holding their Opinion, which is in Matk 16. 16, He tha balicverh. and, j* 
þaptized, ſhall be ſaved. MAbiz3-1 > offs ud oct oy 
_ "But'you ſhall very ſeldom, or never, hearthem quote the Remainder 
of the Verſe, which is this, but he that believeth not ſhall be damned, 


| Gt wor this Verſe, which is-the/Uſe and Application of 


the foring partthereof, It is No Faith no Salvation. 

- This DoQtine,'and this: Application :of our Saviour Chriſts, in this 
whole verſe; which-is: divided-inro- Tuia nw includes;all Perſons 
whatſoever, in the'whole* World, good: and bad; Saints aud Sinners, 
| | uf - young 
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young and old, Habitual Pelievers as well as ACtual,namely,young [Infants 
as well as Adult Believers ; likewiſe original lnbelievers and adult 
Tranſpgreffors, Inſhort, all the El-& of God. and all that are by, 
he that believeth, and he rthac b-li2verth not. they are all ranked under 
theſe rwo diſtinguiſhing (C haraclers, namely, 1'-lieversand Unbelievers. 

But lam not of opinion that none are ſaved, but them which partake 
of the Ordinance of C—_— nor on hz other hand, that all 
are ſaved that are baprized as aforeſaid : 

Neither do l believe, that Eleft Infants ſhall 11fer damnation that dye 
unbaprtized ; far be it from me : But this I will boldly afſert, let who as 
will, or that even dares todeny it, thar where there is-no Faith there can 
be no Salvation, either for young or old - 

For our Saviour C hriſt haih not laid the ſtreſs of Mans Salvation upon ' 
Woater-Bapriſm z but he hath fixed chat upon Faith inſtrumentally; for 
it is that which juſtifiech the Soul in the ſight of God, through the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, and not Water-Baprtiſm. 

And if we ſtrictly obſerve the words of our Saviour Chriſt, in the full 
Scope and Latitude of them, in thar portion of Scripture aforeſaid , 
Mark1s, weſhall find it fo, viz. He that believeth and is baptized, 
ſhall be ſaved ; but he that believeth not, ſhall be damned. It is not faid, 
bur he that is not baptized, ſhall be damned. | 

Thus you ſee 1 have clearly proved, that our Saviour Chriſt, the moſt 
high God, . hath fixed Salvation upon Faith inſtrumentally, and eternal 
Damnation upon Unbelief. 

Now if juſtifying Faith gives Ele young Infants a right unto, and 
alſo a meetneſs for Eternal Life and Salvation, as you ſee | have clearly 
proved it doth, - 

Then notwithſtanding their Parents depriving of them of their 
right tothe Ordinance of Baptiſm, the initiating Seal of the Covenant ; 

Yet the God of all Grace and Mercy will not deprive them of their 
right, by his own free Grace of Eternal Life and Salvation, nor break 
his Covenant Relation with them. 

For if God doth pardon, ſubdue, and waſh away all their original 
ſins by the Blood of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, and impute his Righteouineſs 
unto them by the Grace of Faith, 

Then he taketh them into Covenant, and his Covenant is an everlaſt- 
ing Covenant, which can never be broken. | 

Though God may juſtly make believing Parents ſmart, at one time or 
another, in one kind or another, for this their neglect of Duty towards 
God, and abuſe to their Children, in depriving ther of the Ordinance 
of Baptiſm ; and likewiſe for limiting and: reſtraining Gods.free Grace : 

Yer God will not condemn Elect innocent Babes, ithat dye- in their 

Infancy for their Parents faulc, Fifthly, 
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. Fifchly, My Anſwer to the Fifch Query is this, namely, If all Per: 
ſons, young and old, that are, or ever ſhall be converted from a ſtate 
of nature incoa ſtare of grace, are, and ſhall be paſſive therein, as hath 
already been ſufficiently proved they are, 

Then I do poſitively declare, that Children are as capable of re- 
ceiving the Seeds, and habits of all the graces of the Spirit, as any 
adult Perſons are whatſoever : For young Infants have nuthing to oppole 
nor hinder the work of Gods grace upon their hearts, but the guilt of 
original Sin. 

But adult Perſons have not only the guilt of original Sins to hinder the 
work of God's grace upon their hearts, but they have alſo aftual ſins 
and tranſgreſſions: | 

But belides that, alittle Veſſel is as capable of being filled wich the 
golden Oyl of Gods free grace, as a great one, ſeeing it is the Spirit of 
grace that pours this Celeſtial Liquor into all the Veſſels of Honour ; 
and the Apoſtle faith, that we have this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, - 
that the excellency of the Power may be of God, and nor of us. 

Sixthly, My Anſwer to the Sixth Query is this, viz. That all the 
Children of Chriſtian Parents have as great a priviledge now under the 
Diſpenfation of the Goſpel, as ever the Children of Jewiſh Parents in- 
joyed under the Dilpenlarion of the Law of Aofes : 

For under the Diſpenſation of the Law aforeſaid, all the Male Child- 
ren were to be circumciſed at eight days old, the Male including the 
Female, being a part of Mankind, for the whole :. 

.Foratmuch as the Man is the head of the Woman : For all their Chil- 
dren both Male and Female were in Covenant with G6d, Gen. 17. 9, 10: 

And all thoſe Ceremonies and Sacrifices under the Law of Moſes were 
but Types and Shadows of Goſpel good things to come - 

Yet notwithſtanding all the Goſpel Subſtance, or grace that was in 
them, was not aboliſhed, nor deſtroyed ; no, nor diminiſhed in the 
_ meaſure, or degrec, when the Ceremonial Law was totally aboli- 

ed: 

For the Law it ſelf was but the Goſpels Swadling cloathes, in which 
the Goſpel was obſcurely wrapped up : 

But at the coming in of the Goſpel of Chriſt, in the full Power and 
Light of ic, all thole Types and Shadows did flyaway, and are never to 
be of ule inthe Church of God more. ! 

 Now.pray obſerve, what an abſurdity follows upon the heels of this 
Anabaprtiſtical opinion, and what diſhonour it reflects upon Chriſt and 
his Golpsl. 

Ln OR is this, viz. That the Law of Moſes extended 
more grace and mercy unto the young Infants of the beliey nz _ 

B than 
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than-the Goſpel of Chriſt doth to the Children of believing Chriſtians z 
which is, to exalt the Law of Afoſes above the Goſpel of God z to 
make the Law to have been of more grace abundantly than the Goſpel ; 
which is, as if we ſhould exale the Moon-light above che Light of the 
Sun, from whence ſhe receives and borroweth ic : For the-Law it ſelf 
had not one Dram of grace in it , but what it was beholding to the 
Goſpel fur, 

And is not this a very great diſhonour done to the Goſpel, and. conſe. 
quently to our Saviour Chriſt himſelf, thus tro mount the Ceremonial: 
Law above it 

Pray obſerve whata very high Encomium the holy Apoſtle hath given 
the Golpel above the Law, in.thele following Words, in Gal. 3. This 
onely would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law , 'or- 
by the hearing of faith? 

Are ye ſo fooliſh ? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfett 
by the fleſh ? 

He therefore that miniſtreth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among 
you, docth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 

Here it is to- be obſerved, that the Apoſtle-made as much difference- 
between the Law of Adoſes, and the Golpel of Jeſus, as there is between. 
the Fleſh and the Spirit; as there is between the Body and the Soul : 
For hecalled the Law Fleſh, and the Goſpel he called: the Spirit ; that is. 
thus, the Aoſaick Law was but the Body, and the Gotpel is the Soul. 

Secondly, He ſhews that they did not receive the Spirit of: grace by 
the word of the Law,. but by the hearing of . Faith, which is Faith ob- 
jectively, viz. by the Miniſtery of the Goſpel. 

1 hirdly and.Laſtly, For a further demonſtration of this Doctrine, 
the Apoſtle ſhew'd them Chriftians, which were hankering after the- 
(Onions and Garlick of the Ceremonial Law, that they did not work: 
thote Miracles, which they then wrought, by any power received. by 
the word of the Law ; bur they wrought them all by the powerful ope- 
ration of the Goſpel. 

Secondly, The Law was given.by Afoſes, but Grace and Truth came- 
by Jelus C hriſt. 

Not but rhat the Law was truly =_ in it ſelf, and inits place; be- 
cauſe it was ordained and appotnted by God himſelf, who is the God of 
Truth : Kut there was no Juſtification for a Sinner to be had therein, nor 
to be acquired thereby ; for, I fay, the Law in. its ſelf had not' one 
dram of grace ot its own, but was all for Obedience, and Juſtice, but 
no Mercy ; neither doth-it adminiſter any firength to obey it. 

Thirdly, The Jews Children had the Ordinance. of Circumcifion ex- 
hibited-unto them at eight days old; Gen. 21. And Abraham circumciſed 
1s ſon Iſaac, being eight dayes old, Now 
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Now 1 would fain know of any Man living, what graces the Jews 
Children were then capable of exerciſing at eight days old, more than 
the Children of Chriſtian Parents are now under the Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel, ar, or about the ſame Age: But if the Children of Chriſtian 
Pelievers ought not to be baptized, why then it is plain, and obvious to 
all Perſons whatſoever, of the Chriſtian Faith, that are not wilfully ig- 
norant, that Children have no external priviledge at all, in the lealt 
meaſure or degree, by the coming in of the Goſpel of Chrift, which is 
called a better hope, by way of preference to the Law, Heb. 7. For the 
law made nothing perfett, but the bringing in of a better hope aid; by the 
which we draw nigh unto God, 

But alas dear Babes, according to this Anabaptiſtical Opinion, they 
are become great Loſers thereby; for they have entirely loſt an Ordi. 
nance; ſothar inſtead of the Goſpels being a better hope to them, ir be- 
comes infinitely worſe ; for the Ceremonial Law took very great no: ice 
of the Jews Children ; but according to this ſevere exclulive Doctrine 
of theirs the Goſpel of grace taketh no notice at all of them, but hath 
wholly ſhut them out without the External Pale of th: Church, even 
as ſo many Dogs ; for the Holy Ghoſt faith-in Rev. 22. Without are dogs : 
And indeed this harſh Opinion of theirs maketh no better of them 

Fourthly, Under the Ceremonial Law the Male Children, which in- 
cluded the Female, injoyed the Ordinance of Circumciſion, which al- 
though it was a very ſmarting Ordinance ts the fleſh, yet it was a very 
great priviledge, for it was noleſs then the diſtinguiſhing CharaQter and 
mark of God's love, and grace unto the Jews and their Poſterity, above, 
and beyond all other People in the whole World, in that Day ; for ict 
was the initiating Seal of the Covenant, or Door of Entrance into the 
(then) true Church of God, under that Diſpenſation. 

Pray take notice, and oblerve, what the Apoſtle St. Pad hath faid 


. of itin 


Rom, 3. What advantage then bath the Few ? or what profit is there in 
Circumciſion ? Much every way: chiefly , becauſe that unto them were 
committed the oracles of God. 

But if Baptiſm did not come in the room of Circumciſion, which was 
then the initiating Seal of the Covenant, then have theſe poor innocent 
Babes , the Children of Chriſtian Parents , intirely loſt the uſe and 
benefit of an ordinance, by the coming in of the Goſpel of Chriſt; and 
if ſo, then the Children of believing Parents are not in Covenant with 


God ; for if they were, then have they an inevitable Right to the ini- 


tiating Seal of the Covenant, namely, the ordinance of Water-Baptiſm : 
For it is clear from the ſacred Scriptures, that the Children of believing 
Parents were all in covenant with the Lord under the Law, Gen. 17. 
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This 1s my covenant, which ye ſhall keep berween mg, and you, and thyſced 
after thee; Every man-child aniong” you ſhall be circitmcrſed; And ye ſhall 
circumciſe the fleſh of your forc-:katty, and it ſvall be a token of the covenant 
betwixt me and you. | | ? | | 

And this Covenant was ratihed and confirmed again afreſh under the 
PDiſpenſation of the Law, with the Oath of Cod annexed unto it, for 
he further and more affured confirmation thereof ; as you may read it 
{{a!. 8g. fromihe 28th, ver, tothe 35th. | 

Here you ſee clearly, that 1 have produced plain Texts of Scripture, 
to prove that the Children of believing Parents were once taken into co- 
venant with the Lord; and that coxenant is ratified and confirmed by 
the promiſes of God, and allo corroborated by his ſacred Oath, under 
the Dilpenſation of the Ceremonial Law again, afreſh. 

T herefore I challenge all the Anabaptifts in the Whole World to produce 
bur one plain Texr of Scripture, either in the Old Teſtament, or in the 
New, from Cer, 17. to the very laſt of Revelations, to prove that ever the 
Children of believing Parents were caft out of covenant again by any au- 
thority from God, or any thing like it ; or that ever God broke his cove- 
nant with them; for they themſelves are not capable of breaking cove- 
nant with God a{ually in their own Perſons ; and then I will tubnur 
unto them, bur nor until then, 

But 1 can produce Witneſſes in the New Teſtament, that do ratifie 
and confirm that covenant, that was made with Felievers and their Chil- 
dren, under the Diſpenfation of the Law, that gives further Sanction 
unto it, under the Diſfenfation of the Goſpel: 

Rem. 4. And he received the ſign of circumciſion, a ſeal of the righte- 
erſr.efs of the faith, which he had yu being uncircumciſed : that ke might 
be the father of all them that believe, thovgh they be not circumciſed ;, that 
rightcouſreſs might be imputed unto them a ſo: Therefore it 1s of faith, that 
ir might be ly grace, to the end the promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed, uot 
torkat only which is of the law, but to that alſo which # of the faith of 
flraham, who: the father of us all. 

Fere you fee the covenant andthe ſign of circumciſion, which was the 
initiating Seal of the covenant under the Law, that did run down through 
all the Ceremonial Law, and are devolved upen us and our Poſterity w- 
der the Diſpenſarion of the Golpel, 

Fray mind ftriftly how the Promife runs, <iz. 10 the end the promiſe 
might be ſure to all the ſecd : But was this to.them onely under the Law ? 
Pray oblerve the following Words, viz. 7-0t 10 that onely which z5 of the 
law, but to that alſo which i of the faith of Abraham ;, that.is, to the 
Seed of all Believers under the Goſpel, the promiſe is made ſure to all 
the Seed of Believers now under the Goſpel, as it was unto the Seed of 
Believers under the Law. And 
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nd what is more a ſign of circumgiſjon,, .@r1what, ergiuance.gan, be 
. : Ya; the jake wa the door,of Enzeraice. 
into the Jew: Churcluiidet the Law,.even io the lacten, , -namely ,, 
Baptiſm, is the, door of Enterance into the Cir under the Goipel ; 
arid what'can be more alike than one door to anather. WI: 
For as God began with his Covenant-people under the Law externally 
by the ordinance of Circumciſion ; even fo he begins with his Covenant- 
people externally now under the difpenfarion'of che Goſpel by.the ord:- 
nance.of water-Baprtiſin ; for as no Perſons were admixted tothe .Pall- 
over before” they were circumciſed, ſo none ought to, partake. of, the, 
Lord's Supper befo.e they are baptized : * - by $668" 96 epoty 
And what was that imputed Righteouſneſs aforeſaid, but the Righte- 
oulnets which is through faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by and through 
which all believers, young and old, are fully juſtified aud acquitted from 
the guilt and” puniſhment of all, ſins both original and aQual, which. is 
the very quinteffence of the covenant , of grace,;, and obſerve what the 
holy Apoſtle faith further concerning Believers, and.their Seed and Off- 
{pring naw under the Goſpel. , EY G w 
Acts 2. For the promiſe us mito you, "and t9 youy children, that is, unta 
you Chriſtian' Pelievers, and ro your Children : And what is there wrap- 
ped up in the Promiſe, but Jeſus Chriſt himlelf, the pouring our. of the 
Spirit, and Remifhon of Sins; as you may ſee inthe fame Chapter. . 
"Chriſt is in the Promiſe,and is conveyed into every belieyer inthe pro- 
miſe';” who's the only Mediatour of - the covenang of grace, . with whom 
God the Father firſt made the covenant for all the Elect, ' which. are -his 
Seed, that he was in travail for, 1ſa. 53. ty 
Pfal. 8g. I have made a Covenant with my choſen, TI have ſworn unt9 
David my ſervant : Thy ſeed will I eſt abliſh for ever, and build up thy throne 
t0 all generattons. Flis feed alſo, will T make to endure for ever, and bis throns 
as: the days of "heaven. This was not David in his pwn Perſon, but it 
.was myſtically David; or David figuratively, namely, our Lordapd 
Saviour Jelus Chrift, | Fi 
Fifthly, Under the'Diſpenſation of the Ceremonial Law adult Gentiles, 
which were no way related unto the Jews,were.not admitted into Church- 
Communion until chey believed in God, and made a confeſſion of their 
faich, and were circunciled ; but at rhe ſametime all their own. Male- 
en were.circumciſed ar eight days old, CE al 
Even ſo under the Ditpenfation of the Goſpel adult Heathens or Jews 
that are not reconciled unto the Chriſtian Faith,” ought not to beadmitte 
into Church-Memberſhip, until they believe in Chrilt, ard make a folema 
fincere declaration of the ' work of God's Spirit of grace upon their 
tearts, and are alſo baptized. gs” -Y | 


and 
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And here is a Text of Scripture that gives us authority to take all 
ſuch Perſons aforeſaid into Church Communion and Fellowſhip with us, 
to partake of a!l Gods holy Ordinances. 

Acts 2. 39. For the promiſe is unto you, and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even a3 many as the Lord our God ſball call. 

Abraham, the Father of the Faithful, was circumciſed when he was 
ninety and nine years of age, being at the firſt Inſtitution of thar Ordi. 
nance of God. 

Secondly, Our Redeemer, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, God over all Bleſ- 
ſed for ever, was circumciſed when he was eight days old, Luke 2. 21. 
becauſe that Ordinance was then in force, and our Saviour Chriſt came 
into the World alſo to fulfil and accompliſh the Ceremonial Law, in or- 
der to its roral Abolition, which was compleatly effected at his Death and 
Reſurrection : And our Saviour Chriſt was allo baptized when he entered 
upon the work of his Miniſtery, towards the expiration of the Cere- 
monial Law , when he'was about thirty years of age, to give further 
Sanction to that Ordinance, | 

Sixthly and Laſtly, As the Ordinance of Circumciſion, and the Paſs- 
over were the two Seals of the Covenant, and the one ſucceeded the 
other ; 

Even fo Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper, which are the Antitypes 
which came in the room of them, are the two Seals of the Covenant 
now under the Goſpel, and the one ſucceeds the other ; for none are to 
be admitted to the Lords Supper before they are baptized. 

'But the coming in of a better hope did not deſtroy, nor in the leaſt 
meaſure diminiſh the priviledge of young Children ; for if it had, I fay, 
they had been great Loſers by it : 

But this mul be acknowledged, that God did thereby change the 
Ordinances inco a far more excellent Dreſs; for they were meliorated, 
and made abundantly eafier, and better than ever they were under the 
Ceremonial Law ; for Chriſt is Lord of his Ordinances, as well as of 
the Sabbath, who changed thac alſo from the Seventh Day of the Week 
ro the Firſt. 

For as God reſted the ſeventh day of the Week from the Work of 
Creation, having conpleated that, 

Even fo Chriſt teſted from his Redeeming-work on the firſt day of the 
Week. when he had finiſhed that Great Work that God gave him to 
do, which made the Chriſtian Sabbath called the Lords Day, in Rev. 1. 
10. And Chriſts work of Redemption was abundantly more difficult 
than his work of Creation ; and you may ſee them both in Heb. 4. 4, 10. 

Secondly, The Ordinance of Circumciſion was a very fore and {mart- 
ing Ordinatice, 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, You may know: it | was {o by what fofes's Wife ſaid unto her 
Husband conceraing.it,. Exod. 4. Then Zipporah took a ſbarp ſtone, and 
cut off the foreskin of her ſon, ana caft it at bus feet : She threw it at him in 
a very grievous Paſſion ; even as ſome Feople, when they are in a. Paſlion, 
will throw anything that comes next to-hand at the Head of the Perfon 
they are angry with ; ſo Zipporah was in a paſſion, and threw the Fore- 
$kin at her Husband's Feet, and ſaid, Surely a bloody hu:band art thou to 
me: Ablgody burband than art , becauſe of the ciremmciſion. She called 
AMaſes a bloody Husband twice, for being, as ſhe counted him, -ſo bloody 
and cruel to her Child: | | HET? 

Therefore it wasa very f{marting Ordinance, though (as I'haxe ſaid) 
it was a very {weet priviledge ; for ic was the external Mark that God 
{er upon all his Sheep in.that day, though ſome of the Goats might have 
it as well as the Sheep. | 

Secondly, The Apoſtles themſelves look'd.upon Circumciſion to be an 
intolerable Yoke, | in As 15, And certain men which came down from 
Tudea, taught the brethren, and ſaid, Except ye be circumciſed after the 
manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved. 

Thoſe Men of Tudea were juſt like ſome of the ſevereſt fort of Ana- 
baptiſts, that afſert, No Baptiſm, No Salvation ; fo thoſe Jews, No 
Circumcifion, Ne Salvation. Thele Men of J«dea laid as much ſtreſs upon 
that Ordinanceof Circumciſion, then.at that time, as the Antipedobaptiſts. 
do upon the Ordinance of Water-Baptiſm now ; but the Apoſtle rebuked 
them ſharply, and faid, Now therefore why tempt ye God, to pt a yoke upon 
the ntck,of the diſciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear ? 

Gal. 6. For in Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion availeth any thing, nor 
wicireumeiſion, but a new creature or creation, - 

& Gal. 5. For in Jeſus Chriſt, neither circumciſion availeth anything, nor 
uncireumciſion, but faith which worketh by love. | 

The ſtreſs of Mans Salvation, either of old or young, is laid upon 
Faith inftrumentally, which always worketh by, and from the love of. 
God to poor elect Sinners. 

Now let us look back and reflect upon theſe things, and ſee if they 
do not look very unchriſtian-like ; namely, to —— Law of Moſes 
abovethe Goſpel of Jelus, which is, ro advance the Servant above hi? 
Lord and Maſter : 

For Moſes was but a Servant in the Houſe of God; but our Saviour 
_ is Son. and Heir of all things, and Lord over all his. Father's 

oule. 

Heb. 3. Wherefore boly brethren, partakgrs of the heavenly calling, con» 
ſider the Apoſtle and high prieſt of our profeſſion Chriſt Feſws ;, who was. 
5 to bim that appointed him ;, as alſo Meſes was faithful tw all bis 
houſe, For 
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' ' Foy this man was connted worthy of more glory than Moſes, in as much 
a be who hath builded the houſe, bath more honour than the houſe. 

' And Moſes verily was faithful in all his houſe as a ſervant, for a teſt i- 
mony of thoſe 'things which were to be ſpoken after; ( that was the Gol- 
pel of - Jeſus Chrilt, - which was to ſucceed the Law of Moſes) but Chriſt 
as a Son over his own houſe ; whoſe houſe are we, if we hold faſt the con. 
fidence, and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. 

\ Thus you lee what a diſhonour this Opinion reflects upon the Goſpel 
of God, and alſo upon Chriſt himſelf - And you ſee likewiſe, that 1 
have proved that the Children of Chriſtian Believers have a greater pri- 
viledge under the Golpel than ever the Children of Jewiſh Parents en- 
joyed under the Diſpenlation of th2 Law of Moſes, and have as good a 
right to the Ordinance of Baptiſm, as ever the Jews Children had to the 
Ordinance of Circumciſion. 

*Seventhly; My Anſwer to the Seventh Query is this, viz. That the 
ſame grace that doth fit 'and qualify young Infants, and make them meer 
to partake of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, is ſufficient to qua- 
lify and make them meet to partake of the Ordinance of Baptiſm. 

' For if habitual grace fits and qualifies young Children, and makes 
them meet Subjects for eternal Life and Salvation, dying in their Infancy, 
which is the greateſt happineſs and higneſt felicity, that any Perlons are 
capable of enjoying, - | i 
- Thenit muſt neceſſarily follow, that it doth fit and qualify them for 
the Ordinance 'of Baptiſm , which though it 15a great priviledge, yet 
itis in a far lower Orb : 

For that grace which giveth them a right, and alſo a meetnels to enter 
into the Church Triumphant in glory , namely, habitual believing in 
Chriſt, muſt needs give them a right, and allo a meetnels to enter 4nto 
the Church Milicant, at the door of Baptiſm , the initiating Seal of the 
Covenant, the major ruling the minor, 

- Will the God of all Gracz and Mercy afford elect Children a'room im 
his Church in glory, and will he not fo much as give them a Name in his 
Houſe here on Earth think ye ? This is very ſtrange in my judgment. 

- Secondly, Rath God by his free grace thought any young Infants 
worthy to-be baptized, and ſprinkled with the Blood of his Son Chriſt 
lefus the Lambof God ? For lo it muſt be, and that by the 'grace of 
Faith too, otherwiſe they cannot poſſibly be ſaved. 

' And ſhall finful Men limir the Holy One, and conclude that there is not 
iny Infants meet or worthy to be baptized with Water-Bapriſm ? which 
's a far l-fſer priviledge then that of being baptized in the Blood of 
Chriſt, and eternal Life and Salvation ; for they may be ſaved without 
'!he former, but they can'never be ſaved without the latter, 
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x Cor. 12. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether 
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made 
to drink into one Spirit. 

Thirdly and Laſtly, 1f Faith, Baptiſm, and Salvation are all three 
linkt togerher by our Saviour Chriſt, as you may ſee they are in Mark 
16.16 and Damnation to all Unbelievers both old and young, 

1 hen the Children of Chriſtian Believers have a right tothe Ordinance 
of Baptilm. 

This muſt be granted, otherwiſe all Children dying in their Infancy, 
if they have no Faith, they cannot be faved ; but muſt for ever be ex- 
cluded and ſhut out of Heaven, and fo are loſt and damned for ever - 
Not for their dying without Baptitm ; bur if they dye in a ſtate of un- 
belief, which all are in by nature ; for if they have not the grace of Faith 
to change their natures, they mult die in a ſtate of final Impenitency and 
{eparation from God; for nothing can change that ſtace in this life, and 
unite the Soul to Chriſt, but the grace of Faith ; for our Saviour Chriſt 
ſaith plainly, He that believeth and i baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; though 
all thar have been, or that are baptized, ſhall not be ſaved, no more 
than all are ſaved that partake of the Ordiaance of the Lords Supper : 
Ye thoſe all Perſons which believe in Chriſt ſhall be taved : 

But no Faith, no Salvation, neither for old nor young ; for he that be- 
lieveth not ſhall be damned, 

My Antwer to the Eighth and Laſt Query is as followeth , viz. If 
Children are waſhed in the Blood of Chriſt and cleanſed from their 
original Sins by the Imputation of Chriſts Righteouſne(s, through Faith 
for fo it muſt becauſe there is no waſhing away of Original Sin by 
the Blood of Chriſt , nor no Juſtification ro be acquired, bur by, and 
through the Inſtrumentality of Faith, nor of works, leaſt any Man ſhould 
boaſt. | 

No Works muſt approach this Sacred Bride-Bed of Juſtification , 
through the Righteouſneſs and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt applyed by Faith ; 
and that Soul that is Juſtified is in a pardoned ſtate, and hath all the Seeds 
of Gods free grace planted in him ; and wherever God beſtows a Par- 
don for Sin he never fails of giving that Soul all the graces of his boly 
Spirit; and whomfoever God pardoneth he pardoneth fully, and whom 
he pardoneth fully, them he allo juſtifieth freely, and whom he juſtifieth, 
them he alſo ſanCtifieth, and whom he ſanctifieth, rhem he alſo raketh 
into Covenant with himſelf; and if they are in Covenant with God, 
then have they an undoubted right to the initiating Seal thereof, and if fo, 
pray what ſhould hinder them from being Partakers of the Ordinance of 
Bapritm ? 

C Thus 
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ThusT have given a Brief Anſwer unto theſe Fight Queries : 

In the next place I ſhall make a few modeſt Refleions upon ſome 
very ſtrange Poſitions I lately met with in a Book written by Mr. 
Hercules Collins of Wapping, Intituled, 


Believers Baptiſm from Heaven and of Divine Inſtitution. 
Infants Baptiſm from Earth and Humane Invention. 


This looks very great, and ſounds very loud at the firſt appearance; 
but'let us ſee what it will afford us. 

Firſt of all ſaith this Authour in Page 5. Know therefore, ye Servants 
of the Lord; as Circumciſion was the door into the Jewiſh Church, which was 
National ; ſo Baptiſm 1s the door into the Goſpel-Church, which is Con- 
gregational, 

Here is door for door, or indeed but one and the ſame door, onely 
- - hung upon new, and allo. better' Hinges; but the door is the ſame 

11. 

Now , for my part, I muſt needs own my ſelf to be of the ſame 
opinion with this Authour, in this Point; and who could ever imagine 
that this Perſon ſhould deny that Baptiſm came in the room of Circum- 
cifion, ſeeing he hath bid ſo fairly forit ; for he hath tacitely aſſerted, 
That the Ordinance of Baptiſm is of the ſame uſe, and ſupplies the very 
fame place, and maketh the very ſame Figure in the Church now,” even 
as Circumciſion did mn the Church of God under the Ceremonial Law , 
namely,-'the Door of Enterance. 

But however, though he hath thus fairly declared, yet he muſt not 
abide by it, nor allow that Kaptiſm came.in the room of Circumciſion ; 
becauſe if he had, he muſt aflow of Infants Baptiſm ; but he hath choſen 
rather to contradict himſelf by his following Diſcourſe , in the aforefaid 
EN, EH 75077 3707; $4.4 is 

Secondly, In Pages 113 and 114 , there faith he, We can tell you 4 
better way of waſhing away of Original Sin, naniely, by the Imputation of 
Chriits Rirhteouſne ſs to Infants dying wn their Infancy.  * 

*  Prayobferve,. Hehath —y Sir the'grace of Faith, the Oheen- 
Repenr of all Grace, and the 5nely;inftromental cauſe CES 
ahd acceptance with' God; for withour- Faith it is jmpoſſible 'ro pleaſe 
him 'Bur {perfor of * the lame Per{waſion. with'this authour, 'to falve 
This Sore, * and to Tt this Blot, would fain haye perſwaded me that he 
hd for otren if"; at E-fay, No he had not forgotten it : And therefore 
T will fly'of Mim/*kShe ispleaſed to ſay of our Saviour Chriſt in another 
calc,iu his :ook, which I ſhall have occaſion to mention hereafrer, namely 
thus, That he knew how he placed his Words when he left out, _ 
| paſſed 
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paſſed by the grace of Faith in Infants Juſtification and Salyation : For it 
is onthe Foot of that very Account that they of this ſort of Anabaptiſts 
and we do differ ; for if he had not left out the grace of Faith, and gi- 
ven that the go-by , he would of neceſlicy have deſtroyed their own 
Opinion : ) 
f For ler them bur once grant , that young Infant# have the grace :of 
Faith, or that they are but capable of receiving the habits or ſeeds there- 
of, - and the Controverſie between them and us would ceaſe, - andi come 
to a perpetual end. - 7%, FT 3 & 1393 buf wha 

But let us inquire a little further into the reaſon why theſe Perſons: of 
this Perſ{wafion will. nor grant, nor allow, that young lafants are.ca- 
pable of receiving the grace of Faith, | 
. The Reaſon is very plain and con{picuous, which is this, Becauſe 
our Blefſed Redeemer hath joined Faith and Baptiſm 'rogether ; bur this 
Authour hath ſubtilly and flily endeavoured to part them afunder by his 
+ 7 ney way 'of 1aving Infants dying in their Infancy withopt eirher 
of them. - 

Thirdly, It may be objected by them thus, -How may it: be known 
whether ' young lnfants have the grace of Faith in them-'or not, ſeeing 
they are not capable of exerciſing the grace of [Faith in their own Pet- 
ſons, nor!of making confeſhion thereof ? | | ar 

I will anſwer this Objection by asking fome Queſitons and” improving 
1 ti 53 7 
. 1 Firſt, How do you know whether any Children that dye in their In- 
fancy are ſaved, but as by the judgment of Charity and ſome Scripeural 
Intimations, you da believe there are? _. 211.7 

Serondly, How did the Jews know :what:was in their Childrens Hearts 
when they circumciſed them at eight days old ?: ; 56.901 

And Baptilin came in the room of:. Circumciſion, and/\maketh the ſame 
Figure now in the Golpel.Church, as 1 have clearly proved, and Mr. 
H. C: owned, if he had bur had the courage tohave held to it, 

For what, was Circumciſion but a folemn Dedication made by the'Pa- 
regs bf ;their Children unro Godin Covenant? 1 + | 
,. And what:is Baptiſm bur! Parents. dotemnly dedicating and giving- up 
of their Children unto God in Covenant, from'whom they: received 
them ? whith is but their reafonable tervice? : 

' But nowl think on't, all adult Perſons that have made auricular Con- 

feſſion of Fai.h, and declared their Repentance and forrow- for fin, and 

have been baptized, or dipt, and alſo came to the Lords Table, and 

» partook of 'the Bread and: Wine in that;Orfdjnance;' yer ſome of them 

=_ not had one Dram of true ſaving fanGifying Faith, notwithſtanding 
I that; | OEENIRER ' , h 
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And1 hall give you ſeveral Inſtances of ſeveral particular Perſons. 
The Firſt ſhall be Judas, which betrayed our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 

Chriſt. No doubt but that Judas was baptized as well as all the reſt of 

the Apoſtles and Diſciples of Chriſt, though he did not partake of the 

Lords Supper ; for our Saviour Chriſt gave him the Sop whilſt he was 

eating the Paſſover, before he had inſtiruted the Ordinance of the Lords 

Supper. 

'Withour all peradventure the reſt of the Apoſtles-thought verily that 
Judas had been a good Man, and one that had fanctifying ſaving grace 
wrought in him ; for he carried it ſo apparently plauſible as that rhey did 
not in the leaſt miſtruſt him, bur rather miſtruſted themſelves, and ſaid, 
Lord # it I? whenour Saviour foretold of his Treaſon; they did nat 
think him to be ſuch a vile Hypocrite as to betray and fell his Lord and 
Maſter, and after that to go and hang himlelt. 

Secondly, Another {ad Inſtance was that of John Child, a Perſon that 
made a great Figure among the Antipedobaptiſts ; for he was not onely 
dipt, and alſo a Partaker of the Bread and Wine at the Lords Table, 
but he was likewiſe a Preacher among(t them, if not a Paſtor of a People : 
But afterall this, he turned a moſt notorious Apoltate from the profel- 
fion of. bis Religion, and failing under horrour of Conſcience, and into 
total Deſpair of God's free Grace and Mercy, even as Judas did, he be- 
- came his own. Executioner, and hanged himtelf. 

Without doubt the People took, him for a Perſon that had acquired 
great Degrees of Grace,. when he was dipt, and alſo became a Preacher. 

Thirdly and Laſtly, What think ye of F.K. the Apoſtatizing Evidence? 
Without all peradventure he was dipt, and did alſo partake of the Fread 
aud. Wine at the Table of the Lord; yet notwithſtanding all that, you 
hear what a notorious profligate W retch be is turned, 

Naw 1 will appeal coall Chriſtians in the World, whether or no-young 
Infants that never committed any. Actual T ranigreſſions gn their own 
Perſcns, who. are only guilty of the qoacy ce: of depraved Nature, 
namely, the guilt of Adam's firſt Sin, can be more unfit for the Ordi- 
' nance of Baptiſm than ſuch nororious. Criminals as theſe; and theſe in 
the judgment of Charity were thought to have had the grace of ſaving 
{anctifying Faith in them. 

And why ſhould we not have ſome Charity and bowels of Compaſſion 
for poor innocent Eabes, ſeeing the grace of God is free, and Faith is the 
gifr of Gad, and he beſtows ir upon whom he pleaſeth, either old or 
young. | 
| Bur toreſume that Topping Aſestion again of 'our Authour in Pages 
113 and 114, Where he faith, We have a berrer way of waſhing away of 
Original Sin, namely, by the Imputation of Chriſt s Righteouſneſs to. Infants 
dying in ter Infancy. But 
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But here is not one Word of the grace of Faith, which is the Inſtru- 
ment in the Hand of the Spiric of God, that begetteth Grace, and alſo 
that preſerveth Grace, and keepeth ir alive in the Souls of Believers. 

Therefore he might even as well have faid, Wehave found out a new 
way, astoſay, We have found out a better way for the faving of In- 
fants dying in their Infancy. i 

For Firit, All Believers, young and old, are begotten of God-through 
Faith. | 

Secondly, They are kept by the Mighty Power of God through Faith 
unto Salvation. | 

Thirdly and Laſtly, Chriſt is the ſole Authour , and allo the Finiſher 
of our Faith and eternal Salvation : But faith our Aurtour, We have 4 
better way, &C. : 

This is a very high and lofty Expreſſion, and there are ſeveral 
ſtrange Conſequences, and dangerous lnferences lyeth wrapt up init. 

1. By this high and mighty Expreſſion aforeſaid, We have 2 better way, 
&c. They ſeem to appropriate this new-found way to their own ſelec 
Party, or it may be underſtood thus, viz. That we, who are the Lea- 
ders and Guides of the Flocks of the Anabaptiſt-Principles, have found 
out a better way for the ſaving of Infants, dying in their Infancy, than 
other People have, who are for ſprinkling or baptizing of young Infants, 

2. [t ſeem; this is ſuch a way asall other Chriſtians, as well primitive 
as others, in all Ages of the World, have been wholly ignorant of, that 


were not, neither are of this ſele&t Party or Perfwaſion of the number 


We. 

Now whether he means himſelf, and thoſe that aſiſted him with theic 
Advice in making his Book, and helping to ſell it, 1 know not, neither 
do I much matter. | 
| 3. Irappears to be a new-found way, that was never diſcovered be- 
fore, nor made known to ſome of the Anabaptiſts themſelves ; becauſe 
one that is of that Per{waſion, thought he had forgotten himſelf, and ſo 
had miſtaken and loſt his way, when he left out the grace of juſtifying 
Faith in the Salvation of Infants dying in their Infancy. | 

4+ It is ſuch a way, as neither our Saviour Chriſt, nor avy, of .his 
Apoſtles, ever revealed or made known to any Man whatloever, when 
they were perſonally upor- Earth ; and there hath been no:new Revela- 
tion ſince St. Fohn wric the Revelations, asever [ heard of. BC ns 

5- And Laſtly, Ir is ſuch a way as God never appointed, nor ordained 
for either old or young to be ſaved in, neither will God ever own, or 
acknowledge any fuch new-invented way at the Day of Judgment ; For 
ir will never abide the fiery Tryal in that Day ; but will be.burnt up 
wich the reſt of Believers unſavoury Warks of Wood and Hay, - ,and 
Stubble, 1 Cor. 3. 13, 15., There 
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There are four Cauſes that do always co-operate and concur in the 
bringing to paſs Mans Redemption and Eternal Salvation, 

I, God the Father is the efficient Caufe.- 

[I. God the Son is the meritorious Cauſe. 

III, God the Holy Ghoſt is the applicatory Cauſe. 

ot and Laſtly, There is Faith, which is the inftrumental Cauſe. 

. There is God the Father, "who is the Privinm Mobile, or firſt 
Moving Cauſe, who worketh all things both in Heaven and Earth from 
all Eternity, through all” Tinje,-and to all Ererfiry, according -e6 the 
Counſel of his own Will. It was God the Father that eleted-all 'that 
ever were, or that ever ſhall be ſaved fromiall- Eterhiry, 1 Per. 4. 1, 2. 

2 Theſſ. 2.13. Eph. 1.4, 5. Rom. $. 33. Rom, 11.5, 7. Mutt, 24. 22, 
24. Mark 13. 20, 22. 2 Tim. 1. 9. 

2. Thereis God the Son, which is the meritorious Cauſes who alone 
purcliaſed Eternal Life and'Safvation "fora the Elect of God; Iſa. 63. 
1, 2,3. Andhe is the ſole Tranfattor of Mans'Redemption 2nd eternal 
Salyation ; who isat the Right hand'of God the Father in Glory, Heb. 7. 
25. Rom. 8:34 1 John 2. 1,2. 1 Tim. 2. 5. 

z There is God the Holy Ghoſt, who is the appliexrory Caſe, that 
doth apply the Redemption purchaſed, and wrought our by Jeſus Chriſt, 


unto theiSouls of dl! Gods' Elect, 'and'carrieth'on the Work: of God in 


their Souls irito'perfeCtion, Viz. "the Work 6f Convition, Converſion, 
SanGtification, and Iriterceſſion, Joh, 16: 7 8, 9, 10, 1. Royi. 8. 26, 27% 
"#4. & 3: Salts 
For as our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt Tranſafts Matrers for the 
Etect of Got as” "ti advocate wittiout them in the'High-Court of Hea- 
ven'ar the _ Hand of-Gbd-the” Father, 1 Foby 2.'t- "Feb. 7-25: 
Kom, 8, 
Even 4638 the Eoty'Spirit 'of 'God doth carry'on the work of Sanctifi- 
cation intheit Soift{here on Farth;” from the time of their effetual cal- 
Img tihto the hour of their difſolution's + for it is God that worketh all 
goo Works in us, .and for us, both the Will and the Deed of his own 
Pleaſure, as Well in vourg Babe; as tt adule Perſons; for icis all 
Ng Ss ae Arimt'to'work for and' in Babes, -as' adult Perſons. 
here4is the/fourth'and faſt Catſe; which: isthe inftromental Cauſe, 
alk Wl is Faith, Which worketh by Love; Ol. 5: 6." For on whomfo- 
ever Cod hath fer his'Eterrl *Love, to them he giveth ſaving Faith : Tt 
i94he Love of ' Godt6ia poty Soul that doth always ſet this Inſtrument to 
Work, *eirher_dporr old'ovr” youhg , '%0hy 37-16: For Gol ſo loved the 
We — at by avely! unely begotten [Sov that whoſaever\ believerh in him 
== a Ppe Ihr; Vip havs eokr laſt #1 7 : by 
wa Ay Facher begins-the work of "Mans Salvativ, Which was in 
- eternal 
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eternal Ele&tion as the Fruit of his Love; and:/the Tranſations of Chriſk 
alſo with God the Father as heis Mediatour,area fruit of hiseternal-Lovez 

And the Holy Ghoſt applycs the Redemption purchaſed by. Chriſt, 
through the Inſtrumentality of Faith, which doth always work by Love. 

Now where any one of theſe four Cauſes aforeſaid is wanting, -all are 
wanting in the Work of Mans Redemption and Salvation : 

For they are infeparable,. and doalways go hand in hand together, as 
the Sun and Light.do; nay, ler me tell you, -- you may ſooner ſeparate 
the Sun from Light than you can ſeparate any, one-of- theſe . four Caules 
for Faith is the working-hand of God in Mans Salvation, as Unbelief is 
the Devils working-hand in Mans Deſtruction and Damnation. 

Our klefled Redeemer, God over all Bleſſed for ever, could not do 
many Miracles tn his own Country; becauſe of their Unbelief :- For where 
Faith is wanting fn, and about Mans :Salvation, all is wanting ;z for all 
Perſons, young and old, that are ſaved, muſt be juſtified, God will ſave 
notie without ir. BT. | 

And there are bur two ways of Juſtification, one is by-the- Law , 
which ſaith, Do this and live, and the other is by the Goſpel, that faith, 
Believe and live. 

Now if any Perſon could be juſtified by. the Law; it-muſt be by.and 
through a pertonal perfect Obedience thereunto,-and ſo no Perſon ever 
was, 'horean be juſtified, bur our Lord Jeſus Chriſt-himfelf;, indeed, he 
was juſtified by Works, ,viz.. -by a perlonal perfect Obedience to the 
Law ; for he fulfilled all Righteouſnels, and his Juſtification by the Law 
was, and is Pelievers Juſtification by the Goſpel. Chriſts- Juſtification 
by Works is the Believers Joftification by Faith ; for-in him, and through 
him all rhe Elect of God are juſtified ; for by the Deeds of the Law no 
Aeth ſhall be juſtified in che ſight of God, that is, no finful fleſh: 

Chriſt as Man did nor juſtify, 'but as he was God : For as he was 
Man, and had undertaken to redeem all Gods Elect ; ſ@all the guilt of 
the Sins of God's Elect lay upon his humane Nature ; for, as he was 
God, neither Sins nor Suflerings could ever touch him. And therefore 
Chriſts humane Nature mult be juſtified, and acquitted from all thoſe 
Lins which lay upon him, J/a. 53. And that was by his Godhead ;. for 
Chriſt never roſe from the dead until he was.juſtified, 1 Tir. 3, 16. And 
therefore ir is {aid, "Who ſhall lay any thing to' the charge of Gods elett ? 
It is God that juſt ifieth : Who is he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died, 
yea rather that 1s riſen again, whos even at the right hand of God, who 
alſo maketh interceſſion for u7, Rom. 8. 33, 34- That was Chriſts humane 
Nacure obeyed and ſuffered, and his Godhead juſtified and acquitted. 

Thus you ſee there muſt be.no leſs than thele four Cauſes in conjun- 
Ction tocompleat Mans Salvation - And by this you may obſerve what 
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a lame decrepit Salvation theſe Men of che number We, have patcht up 
and provided for the faving of young Infants dying in their Infancy. -1t 
is juſt like” Agrippa's Chriſtianity in Atts 26. who ſaid to St, Paul, Almoſt 
thou perſwadeſt me to be a Chriſtian. 

Faith in the Righteouſneſs and Merics of Jeſus Chriſt is the onely 
means that God hath appointed to fave Sinners by, and by no cther meanes 
or way whatſoever : And therefore all other ways and means are of 
humane Invention, and ought to be abhorred by all Chriſtians. And 1 
will be bold to challenge any Man whatſoever, in the name of God, to 
produce me, but one Fext of Scripture in the whole Pook of God (from 
the firſt of Geneſis to the laſt of Revelations ) to prove that ever God 
did, or that ever he hath ſaid, he will ſave any one Soul, young or old, 
with an Eternal Salvation without the Inſtrumentality of faith ; and if he 
can, I will freely ſubmit, and lay down the Cudgels, and never contend 
with them more ; but I will freely reſignup to their berter way of ſaving 
young Infants, that dye in their Infancy withour it, 

For where there is no faith in the habir or. root that Soul, let him be 
who he will (youngor old ) is in a ſtate of Death and Unbelief, and ir 
is impoſſible that ever that Soul can be ſaved fo long as he is in that ſtate 
and condition, no more than the reprobate fallen Angels can; for Cod 
is unchangeable, and therefore he never will alter his way and method 
which he Path from all Eternity, abſolutely decreed and appointed, to ſave 
either old or young in, nor ro humour Mens Opinions Therefore ir is 
highly arrogant, for any Morrals, to make fo bold, as to tell us, that they 
have a better way to ſave Children in, that dye in their Infancy, than 
ever God himſelf hath appointed or ordained. Now what ſhall we fay 
of- this New ſtrange Doctrine ? Why, the modeſteſt Conſtruction that 
I can make of iris, that icis a very preſumptuous Aſſertion. 

Thus you ſee the reaſon why thele Men are fo extreamly bent againſt 
Infants being capable of receiving the Grace of Faith ; viz. It is becauſe 
ir would deitroy their Opinion. 

Thirdly, In Page 53 faich rhis Authour, If any bring not forth good 
Fruit in bus own Perſon, the Axe being laid to the Root of the Tree, he us 
10 be beryn down and caſt mito eternal Fire. Pray mark ; He faith, [1f 
any bring not forth good Fruit, &c. ] That is, young or old He alludes 
unto w hat Fob the Baptiſt preached unto adult Perſons in Matt. 3. 
7. But when he ſaw mary of the Phariſees and Sadauces come to bu baptiſm, 
he ſaid unto them, O generation of wipers, who hath warned you to flee from 
the wrath ro come ? ver. 8. Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance. 
ver.'10. And now alſo the ax is laid unto the root of the trees : therefore 
every tree which br ingeth not forth good ſruit is hewen down, and caſt into 
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This.was not a Threatening againſt young tender Branches, but it 
was againſt the very worſt tort of old dry Trees of unrighceouſneſs, 
namely the Phariſees: and Sadducees, who were the greatett Oppoſers 
and Perſecutors of Chriſt, and the Chriſtian Religion chat were in the 
World in that Day : And therefore this Text of Scripture is wreſted, 
and poor innocent Babes abuſed by this Poſition. For if ir be fo that all 
Perſons, old and young, muſt be hewen down, and caſt into eternal Fire, 
that do not bring forth good Fruit in their own Perſons, then this muſt 
be the concluſion and.natural Inference from the Premiſes, That not one 
yy I can poſſibly be ſaved that dieth in his Infancy, norwithſtand- 
ing their better way for the faving Infants dying in their Infancy. © This 
Authour and his Party are for ſaving Infants by, and for good Works. 
But although young Children are capable of receiving the Seeds and 
Habits of all the Graces of the Spirit into their Hearts and Souls, yet it 
cannat be ſuppoled,: in an ordinary. way, that. they can. be capable of 
exerciling any of thoſe Graces in their own. Perſons; but Chriſt doth 
all inzhem, and for them, and fo be doth likewiſe for all adult Believers, 
Iſa. 26. He worketh all our works in 5. Heb. 12. Looking. wito Jeſus the 


. authour and finiſher of our faith : For of our ſelves we are not able to 


think a good Thought, much leſs to perform any good Deed, : | But how 
Te and.incoherent is ehis better way of ſaving. Infants dying in 
their Infancy by waſhing away original Sin, &#c. -.:,- 7 1; | | 

For-yet notwithſtanding, if they do not bring forrh:good Fruit (and 
that in their. owh Perſons too) they muſt be hewen down,”and caſt into 
eternal Fire. This good Fruit muſt be underſtood of good Works, be- 
cauſe he hath ſaid, T hat young Children are not capable of the grace of 
Faith, Mi: bop 6 

Here by this Poſition of good Fruit, he excludes all: young Children 
that dye in'their Infancy, and cuts therm clear oft at once, from Eternal 
Life and Salvarion, and dooms them all to be burnt in Eternal Fire. 

For pray what good Fruit is a Child capable of bringing forth, that is 
living in the Womb before he is born intothe World, who may die in 
the Womb ? Muſt he bring forth good fruit in his Mothers Womb per- 
fonally ? Or what good fruit is a Child capable of bringing forth in his 
own Perſon, of a Day, a Week, a Month, a Year, or two, or three 
old : And how many Millions of ſuch innocent Babes have there dyed 
in the World, within the compaſs of that Age, ſince the Creation, I 
call them innocent with a reſpect to any guilt of actual Tranſgreſſions, 
but not with a reſpe& to their Natures ; for that is depraved by, and 

But however, let theſe poor Babes look to it, and ſee that they bring 
forth good fruit, and that in their own Perſons too ; for Mr. H. C. hath 
D laid 
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4aid his Ake to'the'Roots 'of 'thele tender -1Branches,/: and hath :zdoomed 
them all-to be; hewendown, and caſbinto eteraa[Fire, 1 1 Ln 4” 
This AuthourJaich, Thar young Infants carmot-be meet Subjects for 
the Ordinance of 'Baptiſm, And another of the ſame Perſwaſion { as:1 
am credibly informed 1 aſſerted, That No Baptiſm, No Salvation. /$0 
that theſe poor Babes are vertually crucified:berween theſe two. -——- 
tothe Death of eternal fire; for as one faith, No Baptiſm, No! Salva- 
tion, {o:the other fairh, "That young Infants are not capable of the = 
of. faith,:;nor repentance, though the holy Scripture ſaith, that faith, 
repentance, aud all other graces of the Spirit, are the gift of God ; Fay. 
I. 17. 'Every good gift, and every per fett gift is from above, ant cometh 
down from the-Father of lights, with whom ts n0 variableneſs, neither ſha- 
' dow of turning. . | 

Now for any, Perſons to-affert, "That pu —— muſt bring forth 
good fruic in their ownPerſons,. or they will be caſt ints.eternal thre, is 
all one, :as if: they {aid, No Baptiſm, 'NoSalvation.. - | 

Bur-God 8. gift.of {auctifying ſaving grace is'10. good and. perfect a 
gifr, as there is no gifr among Men like unto-ir, nor once to compare 
with-it; for-itis all freeand preventing : For on whomloever God be- 
Kows-this gift, eicher old or. young, - he never repents of ir, nor once 
recalls it ;- but be:gives himſelf, his Son, and Holy Spirit, with itz and. 
the Lord is that Souls portian for ever. | 

This'is ſuch argift as: ſarictifies all: other pifrs ; + for all other gifts are 
- nothing-worth.wathout-it : for if God ſhould give a Man all the ' Riches 
in-the World, and wich-hold this gife, all would avail him nothing, but 
prove: miferable Comforters in the. end : for Riches profit not in the 
day of wrath , and what ſhall it profit a Man, if-he ſhould gain the 
' whole. World; and:loſe-his own. Soul ? 

God is a free Agent, 'and” beſtows his gift -of Grace and: Mercy upon 
whom he pleates. : 

May not. an Earthly King beſtow his Bounty upon a poor dumb 
Cripple that can. neither ask nor -go to him for it, no, nor return his 
-vocal Thanks when he hath- done- it ? 'May not the King relieve him, 
becaule: he can neither go nor ſpeak 3 but notwithſtanding he is capable - 
of- receiving the) Kings Bounty, and may not the King do what he will 
with his own ? | 

And muſt the gifrs-and graces of the Spirit of God be limited and 
reſtrained by Men, unto Perſons only of Maturity of Years ? May not 
God do what hepleate with that which is his owif? For all the Graces 
of the Spirit, both in the Habit, and alſo in the Exerciſe, are freely gi. 
ven by God-unto all” the 'Elect, both' old and-young, - 1 Cor, 4:7. For 
0 mabeth thee ro-differ from another ! | and what haſt thou that thou did(# 
| __ 
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"net rective'? now if thou didft receive it, why doſt thow glory as if. thou 


badſt not received it ? Ub | 

That your faith ſbould not ſtand in the wiſdom of ſeen, but in the power 
of God. 

d It is God that giveth the grace of Faith, and therefore it is called the 

gift of God, And the grace of Repentance is allo the gift of God ; for 
it is God alone that givech Repentance unto Life. And it is God that 
juſtifieth the truly penicent Sinner freely by his grace, Rom. 8. 33. Who 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods elett ? It is God that juſtifieth. 

What though young Infants are not capable of- exerciſing the graces 
of Faith nor Repentance, nor of bringing forth good fruit in their own 
Perſons ; muſt they therefore be hewen down, and caſt into eternal fire ? 
This is a very cruel Sentence ; bur bleſſed be Ged it is bur in the opinion 
of ſome Men : For Jefas Chriſt; whois the Head of all the Fle&,: and 
the only Mediatour of. the Covenant of Grace, hath brought forth good 
fruit for them all, in his own Perſon, upon the Crofs, Iſa. 53. 5. But 
he was wonnded for our tranſgreſſum, he was bruiſed for oxr iniquities : the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon bim, and with his ſtripes we are healed. 
ver. 6. —— andthe Lord hath laid on him the intquities of w all. Ver. 11. 
He ſhall ſee of the travel of his foul, and ſhall be {evi d*: by bis knowledge 

all my righteous ſervant juſt ifie —_ : for he ſhall bear their iniquities. 
Chriſt hath fulfilled all Righteouſneſs for all them which believe. 

It is true, God commands adult Believers to work out -their own 
Salvation with fear ard trembling ; bur yet he faith, That it is God thar 
worketh in them both the Will and the Deed of his own good Pleaſure : 
Wherefore all Children, that have habitual Grace inherent in them, 
ſhall never fail, nor come ſhort' of Erernal Life and Salvation ; 'for that 
is ſufficient to carry them with a full fail into/Heaven and Glory, dying 
in their Infancy. ; | 

For as theſe young Infants are not capable of exerciſing the graces of 
the Spirit in their own Perſons, ſo on the other hand, they are not capable 
of committing perſonal aftual Tranſpgreſfions : For as they have bur 
habitual grace, that is, grace in the Root, which makes thenr habirual 
kelievers; ſo they have bur habicual Sins, the Sins of their Natures in 
them to be ſubdued and pardoned. 

And if young Infants are capable of being waſhed in the Blood of 
Chrift, and cleanſed from their original Sins by the Impuration of Chriſts 
Righteouſnefs, (as Mr. #. C, hath to far granted they are, though he 
is one Round m that Ladder too ſhore) then are they capable of receiv- 
ing the Habir and Seeds of faving ſanCtifying Faith; and have to 'do 
with God's moſt holy Things , namely, the Ordinance of Baptifm, 
which is the Author s meaning by that Phraſe, v#z, God's moſt holy 
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Thingh  Now-hence I'will appeal.unto all Chriſtian People in the whole 
W orid, whether or no, any adult Believer upon Earth can be more holy 
than,a young-Child," that hach his original Sin fubdued and pardoned. his 
Nature changed, and all his filthy Corruptions waſhed away inthe Blood : 
cf Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs imputed unto. him, who was never 
capable gf: commicting.any actual 1 ranſgreſſion in his own Perſon. I do 
humbly, declare, jthat neyer any adult Behever whatſoever, on this ſide 
Heaven, . can be more- holy than ſuch a Child is : For all ſuch Children, 
that are inthis State and Condition, have neither original Sin, nor actual 
T ravſgreſſions, to. be charged with, nor to be accountable for. Who ſrall 
lay ary thing to the charge of Gods eletft?* It is God that juſtifieth : Who 
z he that condenneth ? It us Chriſt that died, yea rather that u riſen again, 
who 1: even at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh interceſſion tor us. 

Then hence | conclude, That all the Children of Chriſtian Believers 
qught to have the Ordinance of Baptiſm adminiſtred unto them in their 
infancy, notwithſtanding all the cavilling, quibling, groundleſs Ob- 
ieftions, that are, or can be made againſt it, by the adverſaries of this 
'Iruth. ; 

Therefore it is a very bold Afſertion, forany to afſert, That the bap- 
tizing of ' young lufants is to offer them wp. in Sacrifice unto Moloch : 
And this Authour hath ſaid, in his Book aforeſaid, T hat the ſprinkling of 
Children.is a Relique of Antichriſt. too 

. And here I ſhall give. you an Account of the Carriage and Behaviour 
of a Paſtour, of a Congregation of this Opinion, towards one of the 
(then) Members of the {aid Congregation, that deſired a Dilmiſſion from 
them, becauſe ſhe could not benefit by his Miniſtery, and alſo, for that 
they were againſt ſinging of Pſalms: But when, he underſtood, that ſhe 
deſigned to joyn with a Congregation, that are for Infants Baptiſm, and 
allo for ſinging of Pſalms, he would not conſent to give her a Diſmiſſion, 
but tcld her, that ſhe was going backward ; for, ſaid he, they are not a 
baptized C.. cr People ; you are taking a ſtep back into Babylon. 

Eut however this Practice of ſinging of Palms is allo juſtified by the ho- 
ly. Scriptures; Eph. 5. 19 , Speakzng to your ſelves in pſalms, and hymns, 


#14 Spiritual ſongs, ſmging and makiny melody in your hearts to the Loyd. 


+ ut that DcCtrine of No Baptiſm, NoSalvation is humane ]nvention, 
anda meer. Relique of Antichriſt; and that of Childrevs bringing for:h 
fog ruit in their own Perſons, cc. is no better : For the Papilts do 

old, T hat all. Infants, dying in their Infancy, not being baptized, are 
neither faved nor damned ; bur are doomed toa Place which they call 
Limbus Infaptum, where they neither know Sorrow, nor partake of Joy. 
Again, Some of. the Anabapriſts do make Paptiſm, i their own way, 
the Ground of Chriſtian Communian:; 'for tome of them have declared 
> HE (in 
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( in my hearing ) that they cannot have Communion. with-any fort of. 


People at the Lords Table, though they are never to ſincerely godly, 
unlels they have been rebaptized. So that inſtead of making Une 
with Chriſt, the Ground of Chriſtian Communion, they make their own 
Opinion the Ground thereof. | 
Fourthly, In Page + i faich this Authour, Unleſs Children have perſenal 


attuul Faith, they are net_to medele with Gods moſt holy Things, that is, 


Warer- Baptiſm, A brief Anſwer ſhall ſerve for this; for it is as good 
as an{wered already. 

] he Scripture hath concluded all under Sin and Unbelief ; for by 
Nature we are all Children cf Wrath, and dead in Trelpaſſes and Sins; 
and to we continue until God by his Grace produceth Spiritual Life in us, 
Eph. 2.1. Ana you bath he quackened- who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. 
Therefore all Eelievers, Young and Old, Habicual and Actual, are be- 
gotten again b, the Spirit of God through Faith unto Salvation : For 
without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God ; and fo long as God is not 
pleated with a Perſon, whether young or old, he will never fave him; 
for God will fave none, but them which he is reconciled unto in the Blood 
of Chriſt, and well pleaſed with in his Righreouſnels alone. T herefore 
Children muſt have the Grace of Faith perlonaiiy inherent in them, or 
they can never be ſaved. dying in their Infancy. 

Fifthly, In Page 62 the Good-man ſeems to be at odds with juſtifying 
Faith it ſelf, and like a bold Champion, for his Opinion, hath drawn up 
this heavy Charge againſt us, that are for }nfants Baptiſm, as fo!lowerh, 
They cry up Fauth, and Juſtification by Faith, to leſſen Kepentance and a 
holy Life. | 4 

This doth refle& very great Diſhonour upon the main Inſtrument in 


the Hand of God, of Man's Redemption and Eternal Salvation, namely, 


Juſtification by Faith, and mightily leſſens thar : 

And alſo charges Gods holy 7eople falſly ; for I will be bold to affirm, 
that there are not any Perlons whatfoever, to be found among all {orts of 
People, thar are called Chriſtians, which are more zealouſſy affected to 
the Power of Godlineſs by Repentance and Holineſs of Life, than theſe 
very Perſons are, that cry up Faith, and Juſtification by Faith,  _ 

And none are more loo!e and {candalous to the Chriſtian Religion, 
than thoſe Perſons are that are againſt ic. This is a far ferchit Alperſion, 


and might have better becum'd an ldolatrous Papiſt, that. looks to. be: 


juſtified and ſaved by his Works, than co have come out of the Mouth 


of a Proteſtant Guide: For ! will affure you it {mells very rank of Rome ; 


It ſavours much of Popery and Free-wiil, | 
The Papilts they decry Juſtification by Faich, to-make way for their 


Pharifaical Doctrine of Salvation by, and for their own Righteouſneſs and! 
| Merits: 
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Merits by Works : And other Free-Willers decry ir to make way for 
their Arminian Doftrine of Free-will, and general Redemption. 

But pray what is the Reaſon, that this Authour, and his Friends in 
Conjunction, thoſe We, that have a better way, &c. ſhould be thus at 
odds with juſtif ing Faith, who, inall other Points, are very well recon- 

.ciled unto it ? It ſeems very ſtrange. 

* But the Reaſon ont is = plain and obvious; for it is, Becauſe it 
oth ſo dreadfully cut and gaul their Opinion, that they cinnot bear it in 
that tender place of Anripedobaptiſm ; and therefore they have con- 
trived, and cryed up a better way inthe room on'r, forthe ſaving Infants 
that dye in their Infancy without Faith bzing wrought in them by the 
Spirit of Grace. 

But let us hear what the holy Scripture faith concerning Juſtification ;. 
Rom. 3 22. Even the righteouſneſs of God which i by Faith of Jeſus Chri 
vinto all, atid ton all them that believe, fbr there no difference : ver. 23. 
For all bave ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God;, ver. 24, Being 
juſtified freely by his grace, through the Redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt : 
ver. 28. Therefore we conclude, that a man ts juſtified by faith without the 
deeds of the law. ver. 30. Seting it is one God, which ſhall juſtifie the 
circunitiſion by faith, (Thoſe were the Jews) and wncircumniciſion through 
faith. (Thole are the Gentiles.) ver. 31. Do we then maks woid the law 
through faith? God forbid : yea, we eStabliſh the law, Romi, 5. 1. 
Therefore being juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, through onr 
Lord Jeſus Cheifb 

There comes in Peace and Reconciliation with God unto all them 
which believe, both old and young; By whom alſo we have accef by 
faith ito this grace wherein we ft and, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 


God, Rom. 5.2. Eph. 4+ 5» One Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, ver. 6. 


One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in yot 
all, 
| could produce many other Scriptures to prove that there is no other 
way to, Heaven, and Eternal Salvation, for Infants that dye in their 
Infancy, either in the Womb, or out of it, nor for adult Perſons 
neither, but by, and through Faith in the Righteouſnels and Merits of 
&ur Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; bur theſe Scriptures . on | have already quoted 
are ſufficient of themſelves, and need no further Corroboration, eS 
Six. hly, In Page 64 faith this Authour, Our Lord kyew bow he placed 
bis Words when he ſaid, Believe and be baptized. And I do likewile ſay, 
that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt knew very well who they were that he ſpoke 
this unto; for they were adult Unbelievers, - namely , Scribes and 
Phaziſces, Jews and Gentiles, who never had made any Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Religiou z bur maiy bf chem were great Oppoſers and 
Perſecutors 
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erſecutours of jr. And our-Lord Jeſus Chriſt, knew pelo yo he pl 
Words when he fajd, But he that beljeveth not ſhall be denmed, Mar 
16. 16, This is ſpoken-unto all indefinitely, young and old. We | 
often the former part of this Verſe made - of the Anabaprilts 3 
but we {eldom; or never, hear then make uſe of the latter part of it; 
But our Authour kyew what he did when he left out the latter part of 
the Verſe, But ſome Men, to maintain a.corrupt Qpinton, will, act 3$ 
Satan did when he tempted our Saviour: Chriſt ; he quoted part of a 
Text of Scripture in P/al. 91. 11 but Jefrut the latter part of the 
Verle, becaule it made againſt his purpole, 4at. 4. 

Seventhly, In Page 36, there ſaith h2, Theſe Children were brought to 
Chriſt, probably, to be touched by him, to the healing ſome Diſeaſe. 

Pray mark, This Authour- himſelf is driven to make uſe; of a Pro- 
bability, by which he flily flides in an evading Glots ypgn that Texc 
of Scripture, Thoughthe Good-man, and his Party We, cannot afford 
us {o much as a. good Circumſtance, or a clear Conſequence, towards 
the proving of any Pointin Controverſy, without a, clear, plain, litteral 
Text of Scripture. 

But I think there is a far. greater Probabilicy, that there ſhould be- 
ſome young Infants, among thoſe ſeveral whole Families, which were 
baptized inthe Apoſtles time, than that theſe young Infants (which were 
brought unto Chriſt) were brought unto him.to be touched by him for 
the cure of ſome bodily Diſeaſe; bur this by the way ; for I will not 
inſiſt upon that ; but I have rather choſen to deal with our Antagoniſts in 
another way and manner. 

But ſeeing this Authour is fo critical, I will make a little inſpections 
into this Probability of his, and ſee what it will afford us ; Theſe Children, 
faith he, were brought to Chriſt, probably, to be tauched by him, &tc, 

In the firſt place, I am very much miſtaken, if all the Perfons we 
read of in the Holy Scripture, that came unto Chriſt, or that, were 
brought to him, in {uch a diſtint manner, to be cured of any Dileale, 
but that, either their Diſeaſes were mentioned, or the Cure he wrought, 
or the manner of it, or all of them. | | 

Bur as touching thele young Infants, which,were brought to Chriſt, 
there is not the leaſt mention made of any bodily Diſeaſes chey had, .nor 
.of any Cure hewrought on.them, upon any ſuch account... | 

But, according to my Promile, 1 will prove from the Sacred Scrip- 
tyres 4 and that from our Saviour Chriſts own Mouth too.) that theſe 
Childrev, that were brought to him, . believed in him; therefore what 
the Holy Ghoſt hath formerly done, in that reſpect, ought not to be 
queſtioned, but that, he doth the ſame now in ſome, meaſure. = 

- For.Chriſt, by his Holy Spirit, can cure. young Infants of their _ 

gil 
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ginal Sins, as well as he cures adult, croſs-grain'd Sinners of the Plague of 
their Hearts, and alſo the Sins of their Lives, although they have layen 
wallowing and ſoaking therein many Years, as MManaſſehand others did, 

Our Saviour Chriſt can cure Sinners now he is in Heaven, as well as 
he did when he was perſonally upon Earth ; for his Arm is not ſhorrned, 
nor his Power diminiſhed, nor are his Bowels of Grace and Mercy re- 
ſtrained ; bur he hath as much Love and Aﬀection for Mankind now, 
as ever he had when he was perſonally upon Earth ; and the Holy 
Ghoſt harh-as much Regenerating Power now, to work upon the Hearts 
of Sinners, as ever : For Chriſt is at the Right hand of God the Father, 
and ever lives to make Intercelhon for poor Elect Sinners, both old and 

oung. 

: | if prove, without the help of eicher Probabiliry, or Circumſtance, 
but by plain, undeniable Texts of Scripture, that theſe very Babes, 
which were brought unto Chriſt, believed in him, if Chriſts own Words 
may be believed. And therefore | will lay down thele very Texts of 
Scripture, which do relate unto.theſe young Infants, that were brought 
unto Chriſt : And I pray Chriſtian Friends oblerve them carefully, with- 
out partiality or prejudice; and let us ſee what fatisfaCtion they will 
' affordus ; tothe Law, and to the Teſtimony ; for the Scripture is the 
true and only Rule to meaſure Doctrines and Controverſies by of this 
nature. And the firſt | ſhall picch upon ſhall be that in Mark g. 42. And 
whoſoever ſhall offend one of theſe little ones that believe 1n me, it were better 
for him, that a milſtone were hanged about his neck, and he were caſt into 
the ſea. Here you lee thele little ones believed in Chriſt, 

Another Scripture is in Matt. 18. 2. And eſs called a little Child 
unto him, and ſet him in the midſt of them, ver. 3. And ſaid, Verily I 
ſay unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye 
ſhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. ver. 5. And whoſo ſhall receive 
one ſuch little child in my name, receiverh me. ver. 6. But whoſo ſhall 
offend one of , theſe little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that 
a milftone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the 
depth of the ſea. = 

Here we have this Truth confirmed by the Mouths of two infallible 
Evangelical Wirnefſes, that theſe lirtle Children ( which were brought 
unto C hriſt) believed in him, and alſo a very ſevere Threatening by our 
Saviour Chriſt againſt al] them which ſhould offend them; theretore [er 
all rhoſe that deny them the Ordinance of Baptiſm, which is their right, 
have a cars what they do in that nature. Take heed that ye deſpiſe not 
one of theſe littl# ones ;, for 1 ſay mito 'you, that in heaven their ange's do 
elways behold the fate of "my Farher which is m heaven, Mat. 18, 10, 
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And our Saviour Chriſt hath ſaid, Whyſo ſhall receive one ſuch little Child recetveth me, 

. We muſt receive little Children in ſome meaſure as Chriſt. himſelf received them, which 
was in Love and Charity, and imbrace them in the Arms of Chriſtian Aﬀection, as:Con- 
verts and Believers ; and then in receiving them fo, we receiye Chriſt hurfelf ;. that 
is, he taketh it as done to himſelf, as he taketh what injury is done againſt them: which 
believe in him as done againſt himſelf, Matth. 25. 

Our Lord and Saviour Chriſt receives none into Union and Communion with himſelf, 
either old or young, but fuch as he reconcileth to God firſt, and alſo atoneth God unto 
them : For ſaith our Saviour concerning theſe little Children, Of ſuch is the Kingdom of 
God, Therefore they muſt not be hindered from coming to Chritt, or from being brought 
unto him to participate of that External Priviledge which of right doth properiy belong 
unto them becauſe they were Believers, and of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Secondly, It is very much to be obſerved, namely thus, That theſe young Infants weve 
all of them under the Care, Condu and Miniſtry of the holy Ele& Angels, thoſe bleiſed 
miniſtring Spirits : Matth. 18. For I ſay unto you that in Heaven their Angels do alwayes be- 
hold the face of my Father which is in Heaven, This I humbly conceive doth reſpett the 
Office and Service which theſe Bleſſed Angels do diſcharge 1n the Church for all Iofant- 
Believers : For our Saviour Chriſt called them their Angels, and what a Mans Servant doth 
by appointment of his Maſter is as if he did it himſelf. Theſe little Babes in Chriſt had 
their Angels to attend them by Gods appointment, and they had a propricty in them, for 
they were their own Angels, and they had ſome great benefit by the Miniſtry and Service 
of their Angels which had the care ang charge over them ; but what it is that their An- 
gels do tranſadt for them either in the Church Militant or in the Church Triumphant in 
Glory, I will not preſume to meddle with ; but the Holy Scriptures tell us what the 

Angels did for St. Peter and for Lazarus : Peters Angels opened the Priſon Doors and 
Gates for him, and —_ him through all the Guards, and ſet him at Liberty. And 
Lazars's Angels carried his precious Soul out of his Ulcerous Body ſafe to Glory, and 
lodged it in Abrahams boſom. 

But although I cannot tell what it is that theſe good Angels officiate for theſe little 
Children, yet I am fully ſatisfied that they do a&t ſomething extraordinary for them. For 
as God doth nothing in vain, even ſo he hath revealed nothing in vain. You ſee our 
Bleſſed Redeemer made uſe of this Do&trine by way of Redargution or Rebuke, to con- 
fute thoſe Adult Believers that oppoſed the bringing of thoſe little Children unto him. 
And you may take notice that Heaven is twice mentioned in the Text 3 the Reaſon 

on't is as I humbly conceive, becauſe the one is the Church Militant, which is frequently 
called Heaven in Scripture, for it is Heaven upon Earth. And the: other reſpeds the 
Church Triumphant in Glory, For in Heaven their Angels do alwayes behold the face of my 
Father which is in Heaven. 

Hence it is clearly to be noted, that all Believers old and young are under the care, 
condu& and miniſtry of the holy and blefſed Angels while they live and alſo at their 
Death. Lube 16. And it came to paſs, that the beggar dyed and was carried by the Angels 
into Abrahams boſom : That was, they carried his Soul and lodged it ſafe in the Eternal 
Manſions of Glory. Pſal. 91. For he ſhall give his Angels charge over thee, to heep thee in 
all thy wayes. They ſhall bear thee up in their hands, leſt thou daſh thy foot againſt a ſtone. 
That is, to keep us from wounding our Conſciences againſt the ſtones of Temptations by 
preventing us from falling into Sin, we are kept from falling into many a Temptation by 
the guardiancy of the holy Angels ſubordinate to Chriſt. And St. Peter was delivered 
from the hands of his Enemics by his Angels, A#s 12. 11, 

But ſome perſons may objet, That theſe perſons that our Saviour Chriſt called little 
Children were Adult Believers. 

But to this I Anſwer as followeth, 

I. They could not be Adult Believers becauſe they were ſuch themſelves which brought 
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' that are extant or that can be made by our Antagoniſts againſt this Truth, 
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2. They were not adult Believers becauſe they were ſuch themſelves that rebuked them 
which brought them : For they were Chriſts own Diſciples, whoſe Work and Office it 
was then as well as it is all the Miniſters 'of the Goſpel and other Chriſtians Duty now, 
to draw and incourage' as many perſons as they can to come unto Jeſus Chriſt, and hin- 
der and forbid none. But the Diſciples concluded that thoſe young Infants were not 
capable of receiving any Grace or Benefit from Chriſt, and therefore they forbid and 
rebuked them which brought them unto Chriſt. 

3- They could not be adult Believers becauſe our Saviour Chriſt himſelf called them 
little Children 3; Lube 18. And they brought unto him alſo Infants that he would touch them : 
But when his Diſciples ſaw it, they rebubed them. But Jeſus called them into him, \and ſaid, 
Suffer little Children to come unzo me, ' and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. 
T hat is the Church-Triumph in Glory I humbly conceive doth conſiſt moſtly of little 
Children, as in Matth. 19. 14. 

4- They could not be adult Believers becoufe they were paſſive in their Perſonal ap- 
proach unto Chriſt ; for it ſeems they were brought unto Chriſt- in the Arms of their 
Parcnts or other Friends. 

5. And Laſtly, For a turther corroboration of my Reaſons aforeſaid, Mr. X. C. is ſo 
fair in this Point as to allow them to be little young Children, though he will not allow 
them to be capable of receiving the Grace of- Faith, nor the Ordinance of Baptiſm : 
For-ſaid he, Toeſe Children were brought unto Chrif probably to be touched by him to the heal- 
ang of ſame Diſeaſe. 

Thus you ſee this Objefion touching theſe little Children which believed in Chriſt 
fully Anſwered, and the Truth clearly proved, viz; That they were little Children that 
-xcre brought unto Chriſt, and alſo that they believed in him, they were not adult perſons. 

Therefore this Objettion is groundlefs, and but a vain conception ; and alſo Mr. X. C's 
-Probability reduced'to a meer Nullity, maugre all the altercatious _—_ ObjeRtiors 

I have proved 
without the help of either dubious probability or circumſtance, but plainly and clearly 
from the words of our Blefſed Redeemer himſelf, That thoſe little Children which wet e 
brought unto him at that tinie in their Minority believed in him, and were under the 
care, condut and miniſtry of the good Angels. Therefore the Children of Chriſtian 
Believers ought not to be forbid nor hindred from coming to Chriſt: in the Ordinance of 
Baptiſm. 

Now TI will clench this Nail which is driven with a few Texts of Scripture. Pſal. 22. 
But thou art he that toob me out of the womb, thou didft make me hope when. I was upon my 
mothers breaſts. I was caſt upon thee ffom the womb, thou art my God from my mothers belly, 
2 Tim. 3.'15. And that ffom a child thou haſt known the holy ſcriptures which are able to 
mnabe thee wiſe unto ſalvation through faith which is in Chrit Jejus. Pal. 102. 28. The 
children of thy ſervants ſhall continue, and their ſeed ſhall be eſtabliſhed before thee. Pſal, 
103.17. But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlaſling upon them that fear him, 
ws his rightenuſn*ſ$ unto childrens. children, Wherefore if there ,were young Infant 'Be- 
lievers in former Ages of the World both under the Law and alſo under the Goſpel, why 

l 


" thould'any perſons be ſo uncharitable as tacitly and conſequently to reprobate them 


now, as if there were no ſuch Children? For it is neither better nor worſe, viz. for to 
aiſert, That they are not capable of the Grace of Faith ; and that except they bring forth good 
Fruit in their own Perſons, the Axe being laid to the root of theſe young tender branches, they 
ſhall be hewn down and cait into eternal fie. . 
Eighthly and Laſtly, To name no more of this Authors infipid uncouth Notions and 
Poſitions in Page 36. there ſaith he concerning the Baptizing of Infants, By the ſame 
Argument Infants may be brought to the Euchariſt or Table of the Loyd, becauſe what fits them 
for the one fits them for the other. That is, what Grace fits them for the Ordinance of 
Baptiſm, fits them for the Lords Supper. 
This 1s a magnificent Argument indeed if it would but hold water, and was __-_ ſo 
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ſteril or barren. But = notwithſtanding you ſhall ſee by the help of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, I will cut off the head of this Golzah. with his own ſword, by making it evidently / 
appear to be a groſs abſurdity, and carrieth nothing of weight but wind'it it. For there 
muſt alwayes be two things or rather ; mi in conjun&tion to fit and qualifie per- 
ſons to make them meet and worthy ſubjedts to partake of that moſt ſacred and bleſſed 
commemorating Ordinance of the Lords Supper. There muſt be the Graces of Chriſt 
inherent in them, and alſo exerciſed by them. 

1. There muſt be the Graces of Chriſt inherent in them 3 that is, Grace in the habit 
or root z muſt be regenerated and born again by the powerful operation and over- 
ſhadowing of the Holy Ghoſt, Po 3- Extept a man be born of water and of the ſpirit, 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God + Which new Birth fixeth them in a ſtate of Grace, 
without which they have no manner of right in the leaſt degree to approach unto the 
Lords Supper, but the Devil doth hurry multitudes of ſuch to it, and keeps off many 
that are qualified for it : But if carnal Sinners do make fo bold while they are in an ur- 
——_— ſtate to come.unto the Table of the Lord, and partake of that ſacred Ordi- 
nance, they do not receive any benefit by it, but indanger the Eating and Drinking their 
own Damnation, and crucifying to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and putting him 
to an open ſhame, .Heb. 6. And of making themſelves guilty of the Body and Blood of 
the Lord with the Jews and Gentiles which did aQtually crucifie him, 1 Cor. 11. 27. 

And 2. There muſt be the Graces of Chriſt exerciſed by them. It is not ſufficient to 
have Grace in the Habit or Root only, but it muſt be Grace in the Fruit, Grace in A& 
and Exerciſe : Theſe two muſt ever be in conjunttion to make Believers meet and wor- 
thy partakers of the Lords Supper. There muſt not only be a Spiritual State of Grace 
which gives them a right unto that Ordinance, but there muſt alſo be a Spiritual Frame 
of Heart, which giveth them a meetneſs and likewiſe a worthines for it. And therefore . 
Adult Bclievers themſelves that are in Church Fellowſhip, may not alwayes be in a meet 
and worthy Frame of Heart to partake of that moſt holy Ordinance of the Lords Su 

And for a moſt ſad, but alſo a true Proof of this, ſee r Cor. 11. 29, 30. For 
that eateth and drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh condemnation or judgment to himſelf, 
not diſcerning the Lords body, As unbelieving carnal Sinners who are wholly void and de- 
ſtitute of Grace are guilty of the Body and Blood of Chriſt that do partake of that 
ſacred Ordinance, 1 Cor. 11. 27. fo Believers that are in a Spiritual State, but not in a 
Spiritual Frame of Heart, that do partake of that Ordinance 1n a Carnal Frame of Heart 
cannot diſcern the Lords Body : For this cauſe many are weah and ſichly among you, and 
many ſleep ; that was, they were taken ſick and dyed for coming unto the Lords Table 
in a Carnal Frame of Heart. - 

Theſe Perſons were Believers in a ſtate of Grace that the Apoſtle ſpoke this of, but 
they were not in a gracious frame of Heart, and therefore they did cat and drink Tem- 
poral Judgments and Condemnation to themſelves, for want of the exerciſe of the Grace 
of Faith-to diſcern the Lords Body. But it is not faid in the Holy Scripture, That he 
that is Baptized unworthily,, Baptizeth to himſelf Judgment or natjon, not 
diſcerning the Lords Body. Neither is it faid, But let a man examine himſelf, and fo 
let him partake of the Ordinance of Water Baptiſm : For a ſtate of Grace is ſufficient 
to fit and qualifie them for that Ordinance, becauſe all the ſubje&ts thereof are paſſive 
under the Adminiſtration of the Ordinance of Baptiſm. 

Secondly, There is a vaſt difference between the Ordinance of Baptiſm, and that of 
the Lords Supper, ever- as much as there is between the Bride-chamber door and the 
Bride-bed ; for Baptiſm is but the Bride-chamber door, namely, the Door of the Goſpel 
Church, as our Author hath alſo obſerved ; but- the Ordinance of the Lords Supper is 
the Bride-bed, and the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is the Covering thereof, wherein Chriſt 
the Bri and his Spouſe the Church do ſolace themſelves together, Ja. 54. Thy 
_— busband the Lord of hoſts is his name. And the bed is green, Sol. 1. 16. Be- 

thou art- fair my beloved, yea pleaſant, alſo — is green ; which fignifieth —_—_— 
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ſpring of communication of Chriſts Love and Grace to his Spouſe the Church, and the 


vigorous reaCtings of all the Graces of Chriſt that are in his Spouſe towards'him. -. It .is * 


an alluſion unto-the Spring of the Year, after a long cold nipping ſharp Winter, when 
all things are fragrant freih and green, and full of Iife and vigour. Now the Friends of 
the Bridegroom and Bride may come in at the door of Baptiſm into the Bride-chamber ; 
that is, they may enter in within the extcrnal Pale of the Church, in participation of the 
Ordinance of Baptiſn, as the Jews Children did by Circurc1iion, - but. none but Chriſts 
Spouſe her ſelf, namely the Church, muſt bed with the Bridegroom' in. this holy: Ordi- 
rance of the Lords Supper, becauſe the bed is green. They muſt not only have all the 
Graces of Chriſt inherent in them, but- they muſt alfo. be cxercifed' by them ; fo that: 


although young Infants are capable of the farmer, yet they are not capable of the latter, ' 


though they are capable of, receiving all the ſeeds and habits of all: the Graces of the 
Spirit, which is a ſufficient qualification' for the Ordinance of Baptiſm ; yet they arc 
uncapable of exerciiing any Grace in an ordinary way, and thercfore they are not tit to 
be brought to the- Euchariſt, or Table of the Lord, to partake of that moſt ſacred 
Ordinancc. Cl 

Thirdly, That Grace which attcd the 7zws Children at; cight dayes old for the Ordi- 
nance of Circumciſion, did not fit them to-partaxe of that hvly Ordinance; namely the 
Paiſcover, and that the Lords Supper came jn' the room of the Paſicover, I think is grant- 
cd by moſt Chriſtians, if queſtioned by any t: For the very laſt thing that. our Saviour 
Chriſt did for the compleat fulfilling of the Ceremonial Law, was his cating the Pafſeover, 
and at the ſame ſitting, he Inſtituted the Sacrament of the Lords Supper; Matth. 26. 
And as they were eating, Jeſus took bread and bleſſed it, and brake it, and, gave it to the diſ- 
ciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my body, And he took the cup and gave thanks, 'and 
gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it.. Here the. holy Evangeliſt ſaith, -\as they were 
eating. .. Pray what were they eating ? Why our blefied Redeemer'and-his Diſciples were 
cating the Patlcover ;.- Matth. 26. 18; And he ſaid, Go into the city to ſuch a man, and ſay 
wuto bite, The mater ſaith,, my time is at hand, T will keep the paſſeover at: thy hauſe with my 
diſciples : That was, the time of his Sufferings was at hand, as in Lake 22. 15. And he 
ſaid unto them, with deſire I have deſired to eat this paſſeover with you before 1 ſuffer. But 
why did our Saviour ſay, This paſfeover ? Was there any other Pafleover? No. But it 
was, becauſe it. was the, yery laſt time that ever the Paſſcover- was to be eaten on Gods 


acconpt, and the yery-firſt time that ever the Lords Supper was. eaten : For our Lord 


Teſus Cluriſt did cat the Paſſeover, and Inſtitute the Lords Supper in one and the ſame 
hour, by which he for cver aboliſhed the uſe of the Paſlepyer, and eſtabliſhed the Lords 


Supper mn the room thereof, which made an intirc revolution 1n the Church, and a total 


abohtion of the Ceremonial Law it ſelf, and the bringing in of Goſpel Grace in its 
ſplcygour, which had lain occult and hidden under thoſe Types and Shadows, and Veils 
of the Ceremonial Law for ſome hundreds of years : But our Saviour Chriſt did not In- 
{tizutc the Lards Supper, until he had made an.end of eating the Paſleover, yet: it was 
done at-the fmt pegl, fox it was as they were cating the Paticover ; for he begun his 
mea] iu the Paſtcover, and fhniſhed-it ig cating the Lords Supper. TL 
, Fourthly, The Pallcqves and the Lords Supper were nearly related one to the other, 
for the Palſcover, was much of. the ſame uſe in the Jewiſh Church which was National, 
as the Lords Supper is in the Churches of Chriſt now which is Congregational. For as 
the Pailcover was: to put the Jews in mind of their former deliverance out of Egypt, ſo 
it was alſo, taput, them, in remembrance;that Chriſt the real Paſſeover was to come in 
the Fleſh ys offered up a Sacrifice for Sin: Even: ſo the Lords Supper is of the ſame 
uſe yow. in the et Chirches, with this difference only, viz. whereas the Paſſtover 
was wg pat hepa in mind; that Chriſt was to come in the Fleſh, and be offered up a' Sa- 
ifice for Sin, ſa the Lords Supper is for;a memorial unto all Chriſtian Believers which 
rightly partake thereof, that Chriſt did come in the, Fleſh, and hath been offered up a 
Seribce for Sin, 2 Cor. $. 7. For Chridt our paſſerver is ſacrificed for us. 1 Car, 10, Move- 
over 
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over brethren I would nat that ye ſhould be ignnrant how that all our fathers were under the 
clud, and all paſſed through the ſea, and did all eat the ſame ſpiritual meat, and did all 
drink the ſame ipiritual drink ; for they drank of that ſpiritual rock that follwed them, and 
that rock was Chriſt, This was the Goſpel which the ZFews injoyed under the diſpenſation 
of the Moſaical Law. 

+ Thus you ſee theſe two Ordinances of the Pafſeover and the Lords Supper ſweetly re- 
conciled together, and alſo nearly related one unto the other : And indeed fo are tie 
Ordinances of Circumcition and Water-Baptiſm very well reconciled unto each other, 
and nearly rclated one unto the other with a reſpe& to what the one was when it was 
in being, and what the other is that is now in being; and the figure the one made in 
the Church of God under the Law, and the figure the other maketh now in the Churches 
of Chriſt under the Miniſtration of the Goſpel. And it is obſervable, that there is the 
ſame thing aſcribed by way of alluſion unto the one, as there is to theather, namely, 
the work of Regeneration, y 

Regeneration is called Circumcitfion of the Heart, and it is alſo called Baptiſm, viz. 
being buryed with Chriſt in Baptiſm. And what if I ſhould ſay, that all the Fews and 
all their Families were all baptized at once under the Moſaical Law, and prove it out of 
the New Teſtament, in that 1 Cor. 10. Moreover brethren, I would mt that ye ſhnuld be 
ignorant h1w that all our fathers were under the clud, and all paſſed through the ſea, and 
were all baptized unto Moſes in the cloud and in the ſea. 

Fifthly, Inherent Grace fits Infants for the Ordinance of Baptiſm, becauſe they arc 
all paſſive under the Adminiſtration thereof, for neither oid or young. ought to baptize 
themſelves 3 but all perſons that partake of that moſt ſacred Ordinance of the Lords 
Supper muſt be a&ive therein, for they muſt not only bring Grace along with them ia 
the habit, but it muſt alſo be drawn forth into a& and excrciſe, Belicvers muſt not on- 
ly be in a ſtate of Grace, which giveth them a right unto all Spiritual Priviledges, tho' 
all may not have a meetneſs to enjoy them in this Life, but they muſt alſo be in a ſpiri- 
tual gracious frame of Teart which gives them a meetneſs and worthineſs for it. But with- 
out theſe two qualifications in conjunRtion, it is very dangerous, though not damnable, 
for any Believer to partake of the Lords Supper, 1 Cor. 11. 27, 29. 

Sixthly, The Ordinance of Baptiſm is but the initiating 'Seal of the Covenant, but 
the Ordinance of the Lords Supper is the Broad Seal of Heaven. | 

Seventhly, The Ordinance of the Lords Supper is a Marriage-Feaſt, and therefore all 
the gueſts that come to it muſt have on the Wedding-Sarment, namely, the Graces of 
Chriſt inherent in them and exerciſed by them.” Their Souls muſt be adorned with al! the 
Jewels of Grace ſparkling and ſhining forth moſt-ſplendently. And as Believers expett 
to meet with entertainment from Chriſt the Bridegroom at his Table, fo Chriſt alſo ex- 
petts to meet with entertainment in the hearts of Bclievers at this Feaſt of Love. It 
muſt be reciprocal, there muſt be a bleſſed entercourſe between Chriſt and the Church. 
For as Believers feed by the mouth of Faith in the excrciſe of all the Graces of the Spirit 
upon a crucified Saviour, whaſe fleſh is meat indeed, and bis blood is drink indeed, even fo 
our Saviour Chriſt feeds upon all the Graces of his Spouſe by : condeſcending Love and 
Grace, but it is all Cheer of his own providing, which he layes their Souls in with be- 
fore-hand'of his owi good pleaſure-and preventing Grace. Our Saviour Chritt is the 
great Maſter of this Feaſt, it is he that doth provide all the Entertainment for all his 
Gueſts, and bids them all cordially welcome, and faith unto them, Eat 0 friends; &rink, 
yea drink abundantly, O beloved. TI fate d»wn under bis ſhadow with great delight, and bis 
fruit was ſweet to my taſte. He brought me into. the banquetting houſe, and his batmer nver me. 
was love. ' Stay me with flagins, :comfort. me with: apples, jor T am ſich/of broe. : My beloved 
is mine and 1 am bis, he feedeth amang_ the lilies. This 1s Chriſt: a &eding- upon-'the 


Graces of his the/Church. There was 'never fuch_ a magnificent. ; Feaſt' as 
this is. It is all made up'of Love. Every Diſh. at: this Feaſtiis/ full of 'Love. \ And all 
the Gueſts are of the Family Royal of Heaven, they are all| Sons and:Davghters of Gol; 
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they are. of the higheſt and the moſt nobleſt Extratt in the whole-World: And all the Pro- 
viſions as well as the Gueſts, coſt Chriſt the _ of his Life and precious Blood, There 
is not one morſel of Bread, nor one drop of the Drink of this Feaſt, no nor one of the 
Gueſt, but what coſt our bleſſed Redeemer the price of his very Heart-blood. A&s 20. 
Take heed therefore unto your ſelves, and to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made you overſeers to feed the church of God which he hath purchaſed with his own blood, 

1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. For as much as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things 
as ſilver and gold ffom your vain converſation, received by tradition fFom your fathers ; but 
with the precious blood of Chriſt as of a lamb without blemiſh and with1wt ſpot. Rev. 1. And 
from Fejus Chriſt, who is the faithful witneſs and the firit begotten of the dead, and the 
prince of the kings of the earth, unto him that loved us and waſhed us from our ſins in his own 
blood : And hath made us kings and prieſts unto God and bis Father, 

Eighthly, This Love-Feaſt is ſet forth moſt clegantly and emphatically by way of pre- 
diction, by that I had almoſt ſaid Evangeliſt, the Prophet Jaiah, chap. 25. And in this 
mountain ſhall the Lord of hols make unto all people a feait of fat things, a feaſt of wines 
on the lees of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined, It is to be noted 
'that the word Feaſt is twice mentioned by the Holy Ghoſt in this verſe which hath a two- 
fold fignification thercin. 

Firſt, One doth fignifie Chriſts Love and condeſcending Grace and Goodneſs unto his 
Church and People. 

Secondly,” The other doth*{ignifie all the Graces of the Spirit which are in Believers, 
drawn forth into a& and exerciſe by and upon Chriſt their Head and Husband. 

In the 1ſt place, This Feaſt is made in the Church of God, which is here called Moun- 
tain, as well as in Mic. 1. 2. and 1/a. 2. 2. and in many other places in Scripture. 

2. The Lord of Hoſts who is the Maker of this Feaſt, is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he is 
not only the Maker of the Feaſt, but he is alſo the very Proviftion which the Gueſts do 
all feed and feaſt upon; Fobn 6. 51. I am the living bread which came down from heaven, 
If any man eat of this bread he ſhall live for ever. And the bread that I will give is my fleſh 
which I _ give for the life of the world : For my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed. 

3. The admirable Love and condeſcending Grace of Chriſt which he communicates 
unto his Church and People at this Royal Banquet, is ſet forth and illuſtrated unto us by 
theſe Figurative Expreſſions, namely, Of fat things full of marrow. 

(1.) They do illuſtrate and diſplay the richneſs and coſtlinefs of his unparallel'd Love 
and Grace ; for it is of ſo great value as that it coſt Chriſt no leſs than his Life and pre- 
cious Blood to purchaſe it. 

(2.) It commends unto us the purity of his condeſcending Love and Grace towards his 
Spouſe the Church, for they are all fat things and full of Marrow, without any mixture, 
but all pure Free-Gracc. There are no bones of Mans Merit in it, nor finews of Free- 
Will.in Man to be found amongſt it, or once to come in competition with it. 

(3.) It ſets forth and-demonſtrates the ſtrengthning, nouriſhing ſweetneſs that there is 
inthe Graces of Chriſt for the ſupport and comfort of his Church and People; for Mar- 
row vou know #8 very ——_Y nouriſhing and delicious Food: . 

C4.) and. Laſtly, It ets forth and diſplayeth the wonderfub tranſcendent fulneſs that 
there 15 in the Love. and Grace of God to his Church and People, by that Expreſſion, 
Full of marrow. Thus you ſee what a glorious beaſt this Goſpel Feaſt is on Chriſts part. 

'Secondly, Here are alſo the Graces of Chriſts Spouſe the Church, illuſtrated and diſ- 
ue in their vt s reatting towards Chriſt the Bridegroom at this glorious Feaſt. 

'or here\is a Feaſt fixed to the Wines. on the dees as well as there is to the fat things full 
* of :1Marrow;; for it 8 a reciprocal Feaſt, Chriſt treats his Spouſe and his Spouſe treats him, 

but-it is all.at the coſt and-ocharge of Chriſt the. + For as the Feaſt of fat 

thingy full of marzov doth ſagnific the freenefs and the $ of the Love and Grace- of 

Chriſt, that inexhauſtible Fountain of Light and Life, even ſo-the Feaſt of Wines on the 
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lees doth fignifie-unto us the Graces of the Spirit of Chriſt that are in Believers, which 
are theſe Wines ; but the Lees do repreſent the remainders of Sins and corrupt Nature, 
that are ſtill in the Hearts of Believers. 

1. Thoſe Lees which arc the remainders of corrupt Nature, ' that we all derived from 
the Loyns of our &r{t Parents, . which they acquired by their falling into Sin, and diſ- 
obedicnce to God, which was the produt of the ſower Grapes they ate, which ſet our 
Teeth on edge ; which Lees are to be found in the beſt of the Saints and People of God 
during their Natural Lives, Rom. 5. 12. Rom. 7. 21, 22, 23, 24. Pſal. $1. 5. 

2, It is obſervable that the Wines are on the Lees, the Lees are not on the Wines, bat 
the Wines are uppermoſt, which clearly demonſtrates unto us the ſuperiority of Grace 
in the Souls of Believers 3 for Sin ſhall not have dominion ever them, becauſe they are 
all freed from the condemning power and reign of Sin, and are under the power and 
regency of Grace 3 Rom. 8. There'is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 
Chrift feſus, who _ not after the fleſh but after the ſpirit : For the law of the ſpirit of 
life in Chriſt Jeſus hath made me free from the law of ſin and death, And when Believers 
are in a ſ:rene, ſedate and gracious frame of Heart in the a&t and exerciſe of all thz 
Graces of the Spirit, even then it is that theſe Wines on the Lees are well refin'd, but 
they will never be rack'd clean off from the Lees during their Natural Lives. The re- 
mainders of corrupt Nature will be in all the Sons and Daughters of God, until God by 
Death doth make a ftnal ſeparation between them. And when the Souls of Believers arc 
in ſuch a ſweet, ſcdate, ſpiritual, heavenly frame of Heart as aforeſaid, even then is the 
time that Chriſt the Bridegroom doth drink theſe Wines, and feed among the Lilies 
with his Spouſe the Church ; and his Spouſe thz Church doth feed and feaſt with the 
Bridegroom upon theſe fat things full of Marrow. There is a mutual and -reciprocal 
Communion between Chriſt and his Church. Thus you ſee how ſweetly Chriſt the Bride- 
groom and his Spouſe do eat and drink together, and what Soul-raviihing communion 
they injoy one with the other ; Chriſt feeding among the Lilies and drinking this Wine, . 
and Believers feeding upon the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drinking his Blood. O the 
admirable Love and condeſcending Grace of God towards fuch poor, miſerable, ſinful 
duſt and aſhes as we are ! There was never ſuch Love as this is ; for whilſt we were ene- 
mies Chriſt dyed for the ungodly ; Zohn 3. For God ſo Ioed the world that he gave his-only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 

Now as we have ſeen ſomething of what the Feaſt is, and alſo what the delicious Food 
is which Chriſt the Bridegroom and his Spouſe the Church do feed and feaſt together up- 
on at this Marriage-Feaſt ; ſo-let us likewiſe take 2 view of the Perfon of Chriſt, the 
Bridegroom, and alſo of his Bride the Church. 

' us take a view of the Dignity of Chriſts Perſon. He is both God and Man, two 
diſtin& Natures in one Perſon. He is effentially God, and he is really and ſubſtantially 
Man. He is both coequal and coeternal with God the Father : Iſa. 9. For unto' us a child 
is born, unto us a ſon is given, and the gruernment be upon his ſhoulder, and his name 
ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſellby, The mighty God, The everlaiting Father, The prince of 
peace. - And it is ſaid, Great is the myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſted in the fleſh, &c. 

2. Chriſt the Bridegroom is Lord of Hoſts, Ia. 25. 6. he is Lord and Generaliffimo 
of -the innumerable Hoſts of Heaven, and alſo of all Hoſts, Camps and Navies by Sea 
and Land inthis lower World ; and this excellent Perſons Vertues are ineffable, he is 

'the only Head and Husband of the Church ; Ia. $4. For thy maber is thine husband, the- 
Lord of hots is his name : And thy redeemer the holy one of Iſrael, the God of the whole earth 
ſhall be be called, It is by him Kings reign and Princes decree Juſtice, Prov. 8. 15. 

. Chriſt is King of Kings, and of Lords, Rev. 19. And he hath o-bis weſture; 
and on bis thigh, a name written, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. "He is King over all 
Arbitrary Princes and Potentates that are in the World, and he hath them all in a chain, 
and over-ruleth them at his pleaſure. = | 

4- And laſtly, Chriſt is both God-aud King, Ja. 33: 22. Pſat. 45: 6. | 
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' Thus you fee, though but in part darkly through a glaſs, what the Dignity of the glo- 
rious Perſon of Kerry th Bridegroom is. Y Bl 

Secondly, Let us alſo take a ſurvey of the Dignity of the Sgouſe or Church of Chrift. 

In the place, There is as much difference een Believers and carnal unconvert- 
ed Sinners, as there is between Lilies and Thorns, or between Apple-Trecs in an Orchard 
and common Trees in a Wood or Foreſt ; Sol. 2. As the lities among thorns, ſo is my love 
among the daughters : As the apple-tree among the trees of the wand, ſo is my beloved among the 
fons, Sol. 4. How fair is thy love, my ſiſter, my ſpouſe z how much better is thy love than 
wine, and the ſmell of thine ointments than ail ſpices, The Spouſe of Chriſt is the faircſt 
among Women, ſhe is altogether lovely. 

In the laſt place, She is the Kings Daughter, who 1s all glorious within, Pſal. 45. 13. 
ſhe is the Kings Daughter by Marriage to Chriſt the Son of God, and fo God, who is 
King of Kings, becomes her Father. So much for the Dignity of the Spouſe of Chriſt 
the Church of God. 

Thirdly and Laſtly, Let us take a ſurvey of the glorious Ornaments of Chriſt the 
Bridegroom, and alſo of his Bride; for their Garments are ſuitable to the Dignity of 
their Perſons. 

Firſt, Let us take a view of the glorious Apparel of Chriſt the Bridegroom, who 1 
find hath two ſorts of Apparel, in which he will entertain two forts of Perſons. 

1, He hath one ſort of Apparel in which he will appcar, as he is the Bridegroom, to 
treat his Friends the Spouſe 10. 

And 2. He hath another ſort of Ornaments in which he will appear as a Judge, to 
treat his Enemies 1n. 

1. He hath his rich, illuſtrious, moſt glorious Attire, in which he will come forth and 
appear as a Bridegroom unto his Spouſe the Church, which is all in admirable Love and 
Goodneſs, ſitting upon a moſt glorious Throne of Grace, holding out the Scepter of 
Grace and pardoning Mercy unto her ; I/a. 63. 1. Who is this that cometh from Edom, 
with died garments from Boxrah ? this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the great- 
neſs of bis Strength ? T that ſpeak in righteouſneſs, mighty to ſave. Pſal. 45. All thy gar- 
ments ſmell of mirrh and aloes, and caſſia out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made 
thee glad. Thus you ſee in part what the glorious Apparel is that Chriſt will come forth 
and appear in unto his Friends, namely, his Church and Spouſe, 

2, Chriſt is veſted with another ſort of Robes as he is Judge, ſitting upon the Seat of 
Judgment with a Rod of Iron in his hand, to execute Vengeance upon all his implacable 
Encmies 3 Pſal. 2. Thou ſhalt breah them with a rod of iron, thou ſhalt daſh them in pieces 
like a potters veſſel. Rev. 19. And he was clothed in a veſture dipt in blood, and his name is 
called, The word of God, and he ſhall rule them with a rod of iron : And he treadeth the 
wine- j 4 of the fiercene/3 and wrath of almighty God, Pal. 110, The Lord ſhall ſend the 
rod of thy Strength out of Zion : rule thou in the mid of thine enemies. Iſa. 59. And he put 
on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloke. According to 
their deeds accordingly he will repay, fury to his adverſaries, recompenſe to his enemies, to the 
iſlands he will repay recompenſe. Iſa. 63. Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy 
garments, libe him that treadeth in the wine-fat ? T have trodden the wine-preſs alone, and »f 


' the people there was none with me ;, for 1 will tread them in mine anger, trample them in 


my fury, and their blozd ſhall be ſprinkled upon my garments, and 1 will Rain all my raiment. 
They would not be ſprinkled with the Blood-of Chriſt by Faith in Mercy to their own 
Souls, therefore their own Blood ſhall be ſprinkled in Judgment unto t on Chriſts 
Raiment, and ſtain that as a witneſs againſt them, For the day of vengeance is in mine heart 
and the year of my redeemed is came. 2 Theſl. 1, When the Lord, Jeſus ſhall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that hnow not 


. God, ard that obey not the goſpel of owr Lord Feſus Chrit : Who ſhall be puniſhed with ever- 


laﬀting deftruttion from the preſence of the Lard, and from the glory of his power, Thus you 
{ee what the Apparel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is in this twofold: capacity, as a Bride- 
| groom 
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m and a Judge ; and the Palace Royal where this the King of Kings keeps his Court 
15 his Church, which is called the Kingdoms of Heaven. I l , 

Secondly and Laſtly, Apt us take a view alſo of the Attire and Ornaments of Chriſts 
Spouſe, the Kings Daughter ; for ſhe is prepared aad decked ſuitable for communion and 
fellowſhip with Chriſt the Bridegroom 3 Rev. 19. For the marriage of the lamb is come 
and his wife hath made her ſelf ready. Pſal. 45. The kings daughter is all glorious within, 
her clthing is of wrought gold : She yu be brought unto the hing, in raiment of needle-wark , 
the virgins her companions that folluw her, ſhall be brought unto thee. Theſe Virgin-compant- 
ons I humbly conceive are the Friends of the Bridegroom and the Bride, and of the 
number of the Ele& of God, ſome that are not yet called effeftually, nor converted to 
Chriſt, and alſo others which are effe&ually called, and truly converted, but arc not yet 
in Church communion and fellowſhip : With gladneſ# and rejpycing ſhail they be brought, 
they ſhall enter into the Kings palace ;, that is, they ſhall come and joyn with the Church, 
cither the Church Militant, or the Church Triumphant, to which latter all Belicvers both 
Habitual and ARual are joyned, but multitudes are in Heaven that were never attually 
Jjo to the Church Militant by any a of their own, nor never received the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper ; but theſe Virgins, whoever they be, are to be brought into the 
Church, which is the Kings Palace. And our Saviour telleth us what exuberant joy and 
rejoycing there is in Heaven at the converſion of one ſingle Sinner, which doth very cx- 
aaly correſpond with this rejoyCings Iſa. 61. TI will greatly rejoyce in the Lord, my foul 
ſhall be joyful in my God, for he hath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom 
decheth himſelf with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth her ſelf with her jewels. Every 
individual Believer is adorned with this blefſled Garment of Salvation, which is the 
Wedding-garment that the Bride, the Lambs Wife, is made ready in, which puts a Glory 
upon her, and maketh her all glorious within. Thus it ſhall be done unto the Kings 
Daughter, whom the King her Father dclighteth to honour ; all her Jewels are ſhining 
and ſparkling in a moſt ſplendent manner, and ſhe is altogether lovely in the Eye of 
Chriſt, her Head and Husband. Thus you ſee what a blefled exuberant glorious Feaſt 
this of the Lords Supper is, unto all thoſe that partake of it in a ſpiritual prepared 
frame of Heart; it 15 a Keaſt made wholly of Love ; every Diſh of this Feaſt 1s full of 
Love. But there is not that excellency aſcribed to the Sacrament of Baptiſm, neither is 
there that ſtreſs laid upon it as there is upon the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. 

1. There is not that excellency in the Ordinance of Baptiſm as there is in the Ordi- 
nance of the Lords Supper. Pray where do you read in the Holy Scripture of any ſuch 
coſtly Proviſion that is made for the entertainment of thoſe Perſons that partakes of the 
Ordinance of Baptiſm, as there is for all thoſe that are worthy partakers of the Lords 
Supper ? Where is it ſaid, Eat O Friends, Drink, yea drink abundantly, O beloved, at 
the adminiſtration of the Sacrament of Water-baptiſm. 

2. The Ordinance of the Lords Supper is fo ſacred an Ordinance, as that it ought ne» 
ver to be exhibited unto any Perſcn or Perſons whomſoever, out of Church Communi-. 
on ; and therefore it is called the Communion by ſome Perſons without any other di- 
ſtinftion-almoſt ; but the Ordinance of Water-baptiſm may, as I ſhall make appear by 
Apoſtolical Preccdents and Examples. Indeed the Papiſts do give their mock Sacrament 

the Euchariſt unto ſick and dying Perſons, out of their Church as they call it, in 
private dwelling Houſes unto ſingle Perſons : And they carry it in. proceſſion under a 
rich Canopy publickly ina great deal of pomp and vain glory, and they have a Man that 
gocth before it with a little bell in his hand, tinkling, to give the People notice that they 
Tay be ready to fall down upon their knees, as they paſs by them in the ſtreet, to wor- 
ſhip their breaden God, and they have their Wind Mufick playing along with it for its 
better accommodation : Even like that Pagan King Nebuchadnezzar, that ſet up a great 
Image of Gold, and commanded all the People to be ready, when the Mufick ſtruck up, 
to fall down and worſhip the Golden Image which he had ſet up, on penalty of being 
caſt the ſame hour they refuſed to do it, _ the mid/t of a burning fiery _ 
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Dun. 3. 10, 1s. Even ſo the Papiſts, if they ſee a Man that doth not fall down upon his 
knees, when the breaden tranſubſtantiated Goldea Image is carried by, and pay Divine 
Adoration unto it, they will be ready to ſtab him. Thus you Wee by the way the Ana- 
logy that there is between the Papiſts now, and the Pagans and Heathens of old : 
muſt have their Muſick to accommodate this Image of theirs, namely, their breaden 
God, and thcir ſeverity to them which refuſe to fall down and worſhip the ſame. But 
the moſt ſacred Ordinance of the Lords Supper ought not to be exhibited to any Perſon 
or Perſ9ns whatſoever, fick or well, out of Church Order and Communion, for it is ſuch 
a pratice as is altogether without book 3 for there is no Divine Authority for it in the 
leaſt degree or meaſure, neither by Precept nor Example from Chriſt nor from any of 
his Apoſtles, as ever I heard of ; but on the contrary, as in As 20. And upan the firs 
day of the week when the diſciples came together to break bread, &c. 1 Cor. 11. 17, 18, 20, 
21, 23, 24, 25, 33, 34+ 1 Cor. 10. 16, 17. but the Ordinance of Eaptiſm hath been, and 
may be, and often is adminiſtred unto Perſons when they have not been in Church Order 
or Communion. I will give you only two inftances inſtead of many more which might 
b2 produced ; and the firſt was the Jaylor, and all his Family old or wy Pray mind 
what the Jaylor ſaid unto the Apoſtles at his converſion to Chriſt, and alſo their Reply 
unto him, which was as followeth, A#s 16. Sirs, what muſt I do tobe ſaved ? Poor 
Man, he was for doing ſome great thing, thinking _— to make an Atonement to-God 
for his Sins, to fatishe = ice, and appeaſe his Wrath, and obtain a Pardon for afl 
his Iniquity and Tranfgreffions, that ſo h& might be juſtified thereby, and acquitted from 
the Guilt and Puniſhment of all his Sins z } he thought to have been ſaved by Works, as 
by Nature we are all addifted unto : And they ſaid unto him, believe on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and thou fhalt be ſaved, and thy houſe. And he tool; them the ſame hour of the night, 
and waſhed their ſtripes, and was baptized, and all his ſtraightway. Here we read of 
none but the Jaylor that did believe, ard yet notwithſtanding, all the whole Family 
which did belong unto him were baptized, in the ſame hour of the night in the Jaylors 
houſe. The Apoſtles did not hurry them out of the Houſe to a River or Pool of Water, 
to dip or plunge them in, ncither did they ſtay until the morning, but they baptized 
them all ſtraightway, in the very ſame hour of the night in the Goal, as you have the 
account in As 16. 35, 36, 37. They did not go out of the Priſon, neither can it pro- 
perly be ſaid to be done in Church Order or Communion. 
The ſecond inſtance was that of the Eunuch, that was baptized by Philip who was but 
a Deacon, and what that Office is in the Church, and how they acquired it, and alſo 
ought to be qualified for it, you may read in 1 Tim. 3, 8, 9, 10. and Aﬀs 6, 2, 3, 4, 
s, 6, and you find that Philip was one of the ſeven Deacons that were then choſen by 
the Church. And this Eunuch was baptized by Philip as he and the Eunuch travelled 
together upon the Road, when they came to a convenient place for Water ; but there 
was none but the Deacon and the Eunuch together when he adminiſtred the Ordinance of 
Baptiſm unto him, As 8. And they went down both into the water, both Philip and the 
Eunuch, and he baptized him. But when the Goaler and all his Family were baptized, 
we do not find that any one of them went down into the Water, or was dipt, but 
we read that Philip and the Eunuch went both down into the Water together, therefore 
this could not properly be called a Church, nor the Communion of a Church in a ſtri& 
ſenſe. And this we may alſo obſerve by the way, that there was not the very ſame me- 
thod, nor cxa& mode kept in theſe baptizings, but there was a great deal of differ- 
ence in the adminiſtration thereof, the one was adminiſtred in a Houſe, and the other in 
a River, and we never read that either of them were blamed or reproved for ſo doing or 
differing, which may ſcrve for convifion and redargution unto all them that lay ſuch a 
great ſtreſs upon the very Mode or Form of Baptiſm. But there is not that ſtreſs laid 
upon the Ordinance of Baptiſm by Divine Authority, as there is upon the Ordinance of 
the Lords Supper ; for there is a very ſevere threatning extant againſt all unworthy par- 
takers of the Lords Supper, 1 Cor. 11, Wherefore wry. Tow ſhall eat this bread, and drink 
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this cup of the L1wd unwarthily ſhall be guilty of the body and- blozd of the Lord + But let « 
man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that bread, and dvink of that cup. For he that 
eateth and dvinbeth unworthily, eateth and drinketh judgment or condemnation to himſelf, not 
diſcerning the Lords body. Pray where is it faid in all the Holy Scriptures of Watcr- 
baptiſm, That he which partaketh of that Ordinance unworthily, doth partake of it, to 
his own condemnation, and baptize ___ to himſelf, not diſccraing the Lords 
body : Or that a Man ſhould examine himſelf, and fo let him partake of the Ordinance 
of Baptiſm. - | 

I do not ſlight nor deſpiſe Gods Holy Ordinance of Baptiſm 3 God forbid, for it is of 
Divine Inſtitution and Appointment, and fo is Prayer alſo, but we are not to make a 
Chriſt of our Prayers to be ſaved « ery exalt the Ordinance of Water-baptiſm above 
its proper ſphere. God never ordained or appointed it to be placed in the room of 
Juſtifying Faith. It is ſaid of Circumciſion, which was the Type or Mother of Bap- 
tiſm, as the Paſſeover was of the Lords Supper, and the ſeventh day Sabbath of the 
Lords day, That neither circumciſion availeth any thing, my uncircumciſion, but a new crea- 
ture, And this regenerated new Creature, which is a true Believer as to his ſtate, ma 
partake of that moſt ſacred Ordinance of the Lords Supper unworthily, with a ref 
to his frame of Heart, and may for that cauſe ſuffer great Temporal Puniſhments and 
Judgments upon his outward Man in this Life, namely, Sickneſs and Death, even as 
them believing Cormthians did which we read of in 1 Cor. 11. 30. For this cauſe many are 
weab and Nickly among you, and many ſleep : That was, they dyed for profaning the 
Table of the Lord, by their partaking of that moſt holy Ordinance, in an unworthy 
carnal frame of Heart. Their Spiritual ſtate was good, they were Believers, but their 
frame of Heart was naught and unworthy, Like a Muſical Inſtrument which is very 
good, but quite out of Tune.. But it is not ſo with a reſpett to the Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm, for a Spiritual ſtate of Grace. qualifieth 'Perſons to partake of that Ordinance. 
And although that Grace, that is or that may be in young Infants, which is ſuppoſed to 
be but habitual, yet it is the ſame for quality with thoſe Graces of the Spirit which are 
in-a& and exerciſe in Adult Believers, which fits and qualifies them for to partake of the 
Ordinance of the Lords Supper ; they differ only in degree and meaſure, but not in kind 
or quality : For young Infants are not capable in an ordinary way and manner to draw 
forth thoſe Habits of Grace which are planted in them, into a& and exerciſe. Grace 
only in the habit in any Perſon either old or young, is like Corn that is newly ſown, 
which lyeth buried under the clods of the Earth, which hath a prolifick vertue 1n it, fo 
theſe ſort of Believers have the root of the matter in them : but Grace in a& and exer- 
ciſe in Bclievers, is like Corn that hath been ſown ſome time, and is grown up green 
above the ground in the blade, and ready to ſhute in car. 

And thus much for the difference of theſe two Ordinances of Baptiſm and the Lords 
Supper, both for Excellency and alſo for Dignity. 


But to draw towardsa CONCLUSION. 


There are two Covenants in the which are contained all the whole race or ſpecies of 
Mankind, both Good and Bad, Saints and Sianers, Male and Female, Bond and Free, 
Rich and Poor, Young Infants and Adult Perſons, all are embarked in theſe two bottoms, 
the Covenant of Works and the Covenant of Grace. 

The firſt is the Covenant of Works which God made with Adam our common head and 
repreſentative, Gen. 2. 16, 17. this Covenant was made with Adam in Innocency before 
his Fall, the tenure of which was, Do this and live : There was not one word of Faith in 
all that Covenant. 

The other is the Covenant of Grace, which was made with Chriſt the ſccond Adarr, 
who is the head and repreſentative of all the Ele& of God, and he is the only Mediatcr 
and alſo the ſurety of this Covenant, the _—_ of which is, to believe in our Tot 

2 clus 


( 44.) 


Feſus Chriſt, and live for ever : Not-that Faith excludes Works, no, but without Faith 
all our Moral Righteouſneſs, and good Works are nothing worth in the- ſight of God, in 

int of Juſtification, for ſo they are an abomination before God ; but yet Adult Perſons 
ſhall net- be juſtified nor ſaved without good Works, but not for them, Rom: 3. 27, 
28,31. 1 Cor. 13. And though T beſtow all my goods to feed the pow, and though F'zive 
my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing. If we have not Faith 
in our-Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it will all avail us nothing, but prove Phyſicians. of no value, 
and miſcrable comforters in the end ; for they are but ſparks of our own kindling, as the 
Prophet fitly ſtiles them in Ja. 50. 11. Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, that compaſs your 
ſelves about with ſparks : walk in the light of your fire, and in the ſparks that ye have 
kindled. This = ye have of mine hand, ye ſhall lye aown in- ſorrow. It-muſt be true 
regenerating, ſanifying, ſaving Faith, that muſt put life and vigour imto Works, to 
make them really good ; for there cannot be true ſaving Faith im>Adult Perſons without 
good Works ; for Faith without Works is but a dead Faith, Jun 2. 17, 18, 20. So. 
that th. re cannot be any good Works without true ſaving ſanftifying Faith, for Works 
themſelves muſt be ſanftified, otherwiſe God will not regard them as we - perform them, 
becauſe we our ſelves are polluted and contaminated by Nature : And can the Fruit be of 
a better nature than the Tree? And whoy can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? 
None tut God. And as the Grace of Faith juſtifieth our Perſons before God inſtrumen- 
tally, even ſo our good Works do juſtifie our Faith before Men eventually, James 2. 
Shew me thy ſaith without thy works, and I will ſhew thee my faith by my works. Faith 
without works is a dead faith, it is like- a body without a foul. For without faith it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God. But when we have done all we-can do, we have done but our Duty, 
and we muſt acknowledge to the Free Grace of -God, that we are but-unprofitable Ser- 
vants, Luke 17. 10. | 

The Covenant of Works was broken when Adam ſinned and fell from God into rebel- 
lion againſt. him, by unbelief and-diſobedience, and it remaineth a broken Covenant on 
our parts to this very day, and ever wil 3 Rom. 3. 27, 28. Where 4s boaſting then ? It is. 
excluded. By what law ?-of works :. Nay, but by the law of faith. Therefore we conclude, 
that a man i - juſtified by ſaith without the deeds of the law : Therefore there is no Salva- 
tion to be expected or acquired in that Covenant neither for old or young, as Papiſts 
and ſome others dream there is : but the Covenant of-Grace can never be broken, for- 
that ſhall ſtand faſt for ever, it is ſecured in the hands of Chrift-the Mediator and fure- 
ty thereof, and God that made it is a God of Truth, -and ever abides faithful ; and Chriſt” 
ever lives-to- make Intercefſion with God-the Father for all thoſe that are or ſhall be his 
Covcnant Servants, for this Covenant is-an evcrlaſting Covenant ordered in all things and 
ſure ; Iſa. 54. 10. For the mountains ſhall depart and the hills be removed; but my bindnejs- 
ſhall. not depart from thee, neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, 
that hath mercy on thee. By Nature we are all in a Covenant of Works, ouz firſt concep- 
tion was in it, Rom. 5. Wherefore as by one man ſin entred into the world, and death by ſim, 
and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for-that- all have ſinned ; and we are all concluded under 
{in and in unbelief, for we were all conceived in that Covenant, if not born and brought 
forth 'in\ it, Yſal.-51. Behold I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in ſm did my mother conceive me. 
Before Adam tinned and fell-by. the ſubtilty of the Serpent there was Life lodged in-that: 
Coverant,- but. upon- the fall of Adam that Covenant being broken, the Life that was 
lodged therein was loſt 'and defun@, 1 Cor. 1-5. For in Adam all dyed, &c. for no ſooner 
&d our firſt Parents cat of the forbidden Fruit,” but they immediately-dyed--a Spiritual 
Death, and all their.Poſterity vertually dyed in them, Rom. 5. Wherefore as by one man ſin 
entred into.the world, and death by. fin, and. ſo death paſſed upon - all men, for that” all have- 
ſinned.” There was a threefold Death incurred by the fall of Man. 

1. There was a Spititual Death, and that took yu as ſoon as ever Man ſinned and 
felt in the very ſame moment, Gen. 2. For. in the day that thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely 
dre-: This threatning was executed immediately upon Mans rebellion againſt God. . 

2, Thicre- 
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2. There is a Natural Death which is the diffolution of the bedy at the-period of 4 ' 
ſhort tra of time, this alſo-was incusred by the fall of Man ; Rom. 6. For '#be wages of 
fin is death. Death-is as due unto aH Mankind as a faithful, diligent, laborious. Servants: 
Wages is when his-work 1s done. 

3. and Laſtly, There is Eternal Death, which is a final - and an: eternal 'ſcparation of 
Body and Soul from God; and their Damnation to all Eternity, where their -worm dyeth 
not, and the fire is not quenched, which 1s called the ſecond Death in Rev. 20.6. 

The two former Deaths all Men, good and bad, young and old, Saints and Sinners - 
partake of, or, of that which is —_ that is, a-Natural Death ; for all dyed a 
Spiritual Death in Adam, though all may not dye a Natural Death, for ſome may be 
tranſmuted or —— 1-Cor. 15. $1, $2, $3- but the latter which is the ſecond Deatlr, 
none are to taſte of that, but them only and all them which dye in the Covenant of 
Works, for they dye in a ſtate of unbehef. and final impenitency, and Chriſt will have 
nothing to do with them in a way of: Grace and Mcrcy, but will treat them in Wrath and 
Pay, tor they are his enemies and as ſuch he will treat them, Lube 19. But thoſe mine 
enemies which would mt that I ſhould reign over them, bring hither and ſlay them before me': 
Chriſt will ſee the execution done himſelf. But Christ is the end'of the law for righteouſne 8 
to every one that believeth. Rev. 20. 6. Bleſſed and happy are they which have their part m 
the firſt reſurrefiom, for on ſuch the ſecond death ſhall have no power, All thoſe Perſons 
that are taken into Covenant are made altve unto-God, * they are: raiſed. by vertue of. the 
firſt Reſurre&tion, which is the Reſurre&ion by Chriſt from Adams Spirnual Death unto 
Chriſts Spiritual Life, 1 Cor. 15. For as in Adam all dye, even fo in Chrift ſhall all be made 
alive : Gal. 2. And you hath he quickened who were dead in treſpaſſes and fins : And when 
once a Soul is thus quickened and raiſed unto Spiritual Life, and taken into Gods Cove- 
nant, he ſhall never be left to fin. himſelf out of it again ; though he may fin, nay all 
Gods Covenant Servants do fm and fall within the verge of this Covenant dayly, For there 
is not a juſt man upon earth that dveth good-and ſinneth nit, Ercleſ, 7, 20. but:not- one Soul 
of them ſhall fall out of it again, becauſe Chriſt the. Mediatour of the New Covenant 
upholds them, Pſal. 37. 24. Though he fall he ſhall nat be utteriy caſt down : For the Lord 
upholdeth him with his hand. Prov. 24. 16. For 4 juit man falleth ſeven times, and-riſeth 


up again. Pal. 89. His ſeed alſo will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the dayes + 


of - heaven. If his children, that 1s, Chriſts Elett, Adopted Children, forſabe my law 'and 


walls not in my judgments ; if they break my ſtatutes, and. heep not. my commandments ; 


What then ? Will God turn them out of this Service, os caſt. them -out” of : Covenant ? 
No, no : Then will I vifit - their tranſareſſmr with the rod,. and their - iniquity with ſtripes 
nevertheleſs my loving kindneſs will T not atterly take from him, nor ſuffer "my faithfulneſs to 
fail, my covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips : Once have 
I ſworn by my holineſs, that I will not lie unto David. Here 15 Gods Promiſe, and alſo- his 


Oath annexed unto it, for our comfortable aflurance and ſatisfation of the ſtability of. 


the Covenant of Grace : It is an everlaſting Covenant which can never be broken, for 


Chriſt our Head and Husband-is the dayes-man and ſurety thereof. . God may make his 


Children ſmart for their breaking Covenant with him, but he will never break Covenant 
with them ; and the Rod is a TAY branch of the Covenant of .Grace, Heb. r2; Foy 


whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, an 
without chaſtiſement, whereof all are partakers, then are. -ye baſtards and: mt ſons. - But all 


thoſe Perſons that are not un-a Covenant of Grace, that are not ſaved by Faith in our - 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, nor never ſhall be, whether they are young tender [nfants or old croſs-. 
grain'd Sinners, - th:y are allleft to fink and periſh in that. old leaky bottom, the Goves, 


nant of Works; for it is impoſſible for any Soul ever. to be ſaved/in that Covenant, for. - 
if that could-ever have been, then Chrift need not to have dyed : But the. Reaſon on't 1s. 

conſpicuous and -plain, viz. becauſe that Covenant requires a perſonal, perfe&t and- per. 
petual Obedience unto all the demands of the-Moral Law, which is ſuch. a thing as og 
Perſons whatſoever could ever. docor perform in his own Perſon ſince the Fall. of _ 


- 
_ 


feourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth : But if ye be : 


.'n 
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but our bleſſed Redeemer, who was, and is, and it to come, God over all bleſſed for ever, 
and he hath done it in his own Perſon for all the Ele& of God that ever were or ſhall be 
ſaved, cithet old or young, for he hath fulfilled all Righteouſneſs for all them, and only 
them which believe in his Name, or that ſhall believe in him. And all Perſons that ever 
were, or that ever ſhall be faved, whether old Perſons with hoary heads, or young In- 
fants of a ſpan long, that have dycd or that may dye in the Womb from the firſt Man 
Adam to the laſt Believer that cver ſhall be in the World, were and ſhall be ſaved through 
Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, notwithſtanding this new found pretended better way of 
ſaving Infants, dying in their Infancy, without it : For all Believers and old arc 
inoculated and grafted into Chriſt Jeſus by Faith 3 and by vertue of this heir union to 
Chriſt all that ever he did and ſuffered became theirs, it is made over unto them in the 
Covenant of Grace : God accepts them in Chriſts performance, and not in nor for thcir 
own, but Chriſts Obedience is theirs, Rom. 5. 19. For as by one mans diſobedience many 
were made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous. 

But this Author very unchriſtianly by his Opinion, hath left all young Children that 
dye in their Infancy to be juſtified and — the Covenant of Works, which ſmells 
very ſtrong of Rome : For if they are not ſaved by Grace, as you ſee he will not fairly 
nor ſpontaneouſly allow that they are, for where there is none of the Grace of Faith to 
change their Natures, there can be no other Grace of the Spirit ; for where the Grace 
of Faith is wanting, all other Graces of the Spirit are wanting : Then if ever Infants 
are ſaved that dye 1n their Infancy, it muſt be by the Covenaat of Works, for there is 
no medium or middle way between Faith and Works, Rom. 3. 27, 28, 31. Rom. 4. 6. 

But I do affirm that there is an utter impoſſibility of any one Soul, be he who he will, 
young or old, of ever being ſaved in the Covenant of Works. Pray obſerve how em- 
phatically the Holy Apoſtle hath argued this Point ready to our hand in Rom. 11. 6. 
And if by grace, then us it no more of works, otherwiſe grace is no more grace ; but if it be of 
works then is it no more grace, otherwiſe work 1s no more work : for all are concluded in unbe- 
lief. And our Saviour Chriſt hath clearly demonſtrated unto all that live under the 
ſound of the Goſpel, That without Faith there is no Salvation to be had or acquired for 
cither old or young : Mark 16. But he that believeth not ſhall be damned : But who is this 
he that believeth not that muſt be Damned ? Why, it is he young Infant that dyeth in 
his Infancy without the Grace of Faith to change his Nature from Sin to Grace : And it 
is be alſo Adult Perſon that is arrived to maturity of years : It is he without any excep- 
tion or reſtriftion ; that is, all Perfons, High and Low, Rich and Poor, Male and Fe- 
male, from the firft Creation of the World to the diiſolution thereof. If he believeth 
not, let him look to it, he ſhall dye in his Sins, in this broken Covenant of Works, and 
be damned for ever : For it is the unalterable Decree and Statute Law of Heaven, That 
be which believeth mt ſhall be damned. 

The Covenant of Works before the Fall, while Man ſtood in his Eſtate of Innocency, 
was his Palace; but no ſooner Man fell by —_— ainſt God, but this his Palace be- 
came his Prifon, and Satan and his deputy Unbeliet, keeps the Keys : For the whole 
Race of Man fell into condemnaticn in Adams Sin, and there they are ſhut up and kept 
cloſe Priſoners, faſt bound hand and foot in the ſhackles and chains of corrupt depraved 
Nature, in the Covenant of Works until Execution or Redemption : But the Covenant 
of Grace is Gods Palace, where his holy Majeſty delights to dwell and keep his Court, 


-and there the King of Saints fitteth upon the Throne of Grace, and gives torth pardon- 


ing Grace and renewing Grace unto all his Subjetts. And every Soul that is redeemed 
out of the Covenant of Works, and planted and fixed in the Covenant of Grace, is re- 
deemed by Faith. This Redemption is effefted and brought about by the inſtrumentality 
of Faith, which ever worketh by Love : For he that belzeveth ſhall be ſaved. As unbe- 
lief and obdurance ſhuts up all Sinners in the Covenant of Works, and keeps them cloſe 
Priſoners in this d n of the Devil ;3 even fo the Grace of regenerating Faith is the 
Key in the hand of the Spirit of God, that opens. the Devils Priſon doors, and lets out 


' 


WIT INI FI9y i 


Des oo att. _ 


(47) ; 


all the Priſoners of hope. As unbelief ſhuts them all up, ſo Faith lets them all out, and 
ſets them at liberty, and conduts them all into Gods Palace, the Covenant of Grace. 
For as ſoon as ever Sinners are wrought upon and converted by the Omnipotent Power 
and Spirit of God from a ſtate of Nature unto a ſtate of Grace, all thoſe ſhackles and 
chains of unbelief and impenitency, by which Satan held their Souls in captivity to 
their Luſts, fall off of themſelves ; for the Augcl of the Lord goes before them, and 
leads them out of that Priſon, and all the Doors flye open before them of their own 
accord, as the Priſon doors did before St. Peter, when the Angel of the Lord went before 
him, and ſet him at liberty, A#s 12. Therefore all young Infants that dye in their 
Infancy, void and deftitnte of the Grace of Faith to change their Natures, and make 
them partakers of the Divine Natare, that fo they may become habitual Believers, are 
all Priſoners in the Covenant of Works, and are all loſt and damned to all Eternity. 

| Pray Friends how do you like the Anabaptiſt Opinion that is conſequentially thus ſe- 
vere to poor innocent Babes, that will not allow them to be capable of receiving the 
Grace of Faith to change their Natures, and fo prepare and qualifie them which dye in 
their Infancy for Eternal Life and Salvation; certainly you cannot but conclude it to be 
a very auſtere Opinion, notwithſtanding their ſpecious Pretext of having a better way 
for the ſaving Intants dying in their Infancy, which at beſt is but a fiftitious imaginary 
Salvation ; for there is no Salvation to be had for any Perſons, young or old, without 
Faith ; For he that believeth not ſhall be damned. 

Wherefore let not any Perſons fo long as they retain this Opinion, pretend to own 
that the Grace of God 1s free, while they do thus limit and reſtrain it, and ſet butti 
and boundings unto it, and bind it hand and foot with the cords and ligaments of their 
own Opinion, Eph. 2. For by grace are ye ſaved through faith, and that not of your ſelves, 
it is the gift of God. Not of works leſt any man ſhould boaſt. God will have all the Glory 


of Mans Salvation aſcribed to his own Free Grace, and _— to the Creature. 
1 


Thus I have proved that that Grace which doth fit and qualifie young Infants for the 
Ordinance of Baptiſm, doth not fit and qualifie them to be brought to the Euchariſt or 
Table of the Lord to partake of that moſt holy Ordinance, no more than that Grace 
which did fit and qualific young Infants at eight dayes old under the diſpenſation of the 
Ceremonial Law for the Ordinance of Circumciſion, did fit and qualitie them to be 
brought to partake of the Paſſcover, 

Therefore be it known unto all you that are pf this auſtere Opinion, that the ſprink- 
ling of young Infants in Baptiſm, is not a relique of Antichriſt, neither is it the offer- 
ing them up 1n Sacrifice unto Mloch ; rior is this prattice of ours a going backward nor 
a taking a ſtep into Babylon. 

But Mr. H. C. himſelf hath been forced to ſtep back into Baby -to borrow ſeveral 
infipid crude Arguments and empty Notions, to maintain and uphold his Opinion by, 
as I have clearly proved in ſeveral particulars. And I hope I have made it appear con- 
ſpicuouſly unto all —_— Impartial Proteſtant Chriſtians, to their full fatisfa&tion, 
That the Baptizing the Children of Chriſtian Believers is not of Earth nor Humane Invention, 


but is from Heaven, and of Divine Inſtitution. 


P:OST- 
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POST-SCRIPT. 


Oſfibly ſome People may blame me for Writing thus at this time a day, and be 
prompt to ſay, That it will create Diviſions and Animoſities among us. To this I 
Reply thus, Why ſhould this my Writing to defend and vindicate our Principles, be a 
means to create Diviſions and Animoſities amongſt us, any more than thoſe ſeveral Books 
which the Anabaptiſts themſelves have lately Publiſhed to the World againſt our Prin- 
ciples : And I am credibly informed that ſome Perſons of the Anabaptiſt Perſwaſion, are 
now procuring a Book to be Printed in the Welch Tongue to fend down into Wales, to 
Procylite the People of that Country to their Principles. 

I am for Love and Union, and I defire to promote it among the Proteſtants ; but I 
am alſo for Union and Truth : For as God hath joyned Peace and Truth together, ſo 
Union and Truth ought not to be parted aſunder. I could heartily wiſh that we were 
ſo happy as to be all of one heart and one way, ſo as to ſerve the Lord with one conſent 
in Spirit and in Truth : But ſeeing Gods time for that4is not yet come, we muſt contend 
earneſtly for the Faith once delivered to the Saints, and defend faithfully the Truth 
which is revealed unto us, which is the way to that uniformity, which is predited in 
Zeph. 3. 9. 

I declare in the Preſence of God, that I have not writ this Book out of any prejudice 
againſt any of thoſe Perſons that are of the Anabaptiſt Perſwafion, but purely to vindi- 
cate Truth, and alſo all thoſe People of God in this Point that are for Pedobaptiſin : 
For Ican freely joyn with thoſe Perſons of that Opinion, that are in all other Points 
ſound in the Faith, - and of a holy Life, in the higheft Form of Church Communion and 
Fellowſhip ; becauſe this Errour of Anabaptiſm 1s not a Fundamental Errour, although 
it may be part of thoſe Erroneous Works of Men that ſhall be burn'd up, whereby they 
ſhall fuffer Iyfs, but they themſelves ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire, 1 Cor. 3. 

But for my part I cannot imagine it to be Rational for any Man to own a Principle, 
and alſo to prattice that in Point of Religion, that he doth-not think worth defending, 
eſpecially when it is accoſted. I muſt confeſs that for peace and quietneſs ſake I could 
have been contented to have been filent, and not to have expoſed this to the view of the 
World, nor my ſelf to the cenſure of thoſe People, had it not been to vindicate Truth, 
and alſo to wipe off thoſe virulent Reproaches which ſome of the Anabaptiſts have caſt 
upon us, and loaden our Principle with ; and likewiſe to expoſe their aſtute crafty Poſi- 
tions and uncouth Glofſes which they have accumulated and caſt upon ſome Texts of 
Scripture, to maintain and uphold their Opinion, by which they ſubtilly and flily beguile 
the credulous People, that have not their Spiritual Wits about them, to diſcern between 
thoſe myſterious things which do differ. They mince and limit the Fundamental Do- 
&rine of Mans Salvation, namely, Juſtification by Faith in our Lord Jcſus Chriſt ; even 
like that Man that either cut or ſtretched the bodics of all his Gueſts to adapt and fit 
them for his Bed. I pray you to obſerve what opprobrious Reflettions ſome of them 
are which they have accumulated and publickly caſt upon us. 

1. Saith Mr. H. C. in his late Book, The ſprink/ing of young Infants # a relique of Anti- 
chriſt : That is as much as to ſay, It is a piece or remnant cut off from the whole piece 
there g nothing but a pair of ſheers parted the whole piece of Popery and us Pedoe 
baptiſts. 

Indeed I muſt confeſs that the Papiſts do in their way baptize young Infants : And the 

.Papiſts do alſo hold that there is a Trinity of Perons in the Deity ; and they do likewiſe 

own 
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own the Godhead of Chriſt, which is more than ſome of the Anabaptiſts do own or be- 
lieve, as I ſhall make appear by and by : And is it therefore Reaſonable that we ſhould 
not own nor believe thele Myſterious Fundamental Dofrines, becauſe the Papiſts do own 
and believe it ? The Papiſts baptized the Son of an Engliſh Anabaptiſt at St. Malos in 
France, who was a Man grown, which they have lately proſelited to their Idolatrous 
Principles ; and is it Reaſonable therefore that we ſhould upbraid-the Anabaptiſts there- 
with, and ſay, That th:ir baptizing of Adult Perſons is a Relique of Antichriſt, becauſe 
the Papiſts did ſo by a Perſon that was once of their Opinion. | 

2. Another Perſon, as I am credibly informed, was Us to aſſert publickly in his 
Pulpit, if not alſo in Print, That the baptizing or ſprinkling of young Children, is as the offer- 
ing them up in ſacrifice unto Moloch z alluding to the Idolatrous -Pradtice of the Heathens of 
old, which is to ſacrifice them to the Devil, Pſal. 106. Tea, they ſacrificed their ſs and 
their daughters unto devils : For to ſacrifice them unto an Idol as Mhloch was, is to ſacri- 
fice them unto the Devil : Deut. 32. 17. They ſacrificed unto devils, mt to God ; to gods 
whom they knew nat, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not. 

This Man makes all the Pedobaptiſts to be great Idolaters ; for what greater Idolatry 
can there be than to be Sacrificers unto Devils? And is not this a very filthy, odious de- 
tration, for any ſober, godly People to be branded with ? And ought we not to vindi- 
cate our Principles, and alſo this our Pradtice, and clear our ſelves from this heavy charge, 
or otherwiſe to Repent of this our great Idolatry. 

But 3. and Laſtly, Here comes ih a third Perſon, namely, a Paſtor of a egation, 
who doth far exceed the two former : For there was a Perſon that was one of his Con- 
gregation that had a mind to leave him, and that People of whom he was Paſtor, and 

deſigned to fit down with a People that are for Infants-Baptiſm, and alſo for ſinging of 

Pſalms ; but he would not give conſent to diſmiſs her, eſpecially when he nnd: cod 
what People ſhe was going to joyn with : .For ſaid he, Tou are taking a ſtep back into 
Babylon, for they are not 4 baptized Church. 

Now pray let us take a little view of Babylon. What is Babylon * Why it is the Devils 

azine where he keeps his ſtore ; it is even a treaſure of all manner of wickedneſs, 
both Spiritual and Corporeal 3 Rev. 17. And upon her forehead was a name written, My- 
ſtery, Babylon the great, the mother of harlats and abominations of the earth. And I ſaw the 
woman drunben with the blood of the ſaints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Feſus. Rev. 

18. And in ber was found the blood of the prophets and ſaints, and of all that were ſlain upon 
the earth. Dan. 7. 7. After this I ſaw in the night viſuons, and behold a fourth beaſt dread- 
fal and terrible, and ſtrong exceedingly, and it had great iron teeth : It devoured and brabe 
in pieces and ftamped the reſidue with the feet of it : And it was divers ffom all the beaits 
that were before it ; and it had ten horns. This is Antichriſt, Rev. 17. 12, 16. 

Thus you ſee how vilely they have ſtigmatized us; and they have alſo reduced the 
Church of Chriſt into a very narrow compaſs : For none are of the New Feruſalem that 
came dawn from Heaven, which is the Mother of us all, but them only who are Ana- 
7 Cn, and all the reſt are Babylon. Pray Friends how do you 

iſh this CharaQer which this Man hath given us ? | 

Now I will appeal to any Man of and. » cvenof their own Party, to 
judge whether or no we Pedobaptiſts have not a loud call, and alfo a juſtifiable cauſe to 
vindicate and clear our ſelves theſe opprobious Calumnies and falſe Imputations 
which they have publickly reflefted upon us, and aſperſed us with, let the conſequence 
thereof be what it will : For it is very irrational for any body to think that we ſhould 
ſaffer our ſelves to be ſo ſeverely treated and ſo horribly abuſed, and make no defence 
againſt it, but to permit ſuch ſhameful Reproaches as theſe are to paſs through the World 
upon us without rebuke or controul. But ſceing theſe Men have charged us Pedobaptiſts 
avith being guilty of holding a Relique of Antichriſt, and of being Sacrificers unto De- 

ile, and allo. that thoſe Perſons which joyn with us in Church Communion and Fellows 

ſup, ga backward, and ſtep back _——_— _ 
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Pray let us take a view of the ſeveral forts of Anabaptiſts, atid obſerve what kind of 
ſteps they themſelves do take, in point of Doftrines and Principles, and I believe we 
ſhall find ſome retrogradation even in their own ſteps. : 

And [ will begin firſt with the ſoundeſt ſort of them, who. are ſuch. as do agree with us 
in moſt or all Points of Dottrine, this of Pedobaptifm-excepted, and even theſe fort of 
Perſons are forced to take a retrograde ſtep, for they are fain to ſtep back into Adams 
broken Covenant of Works among the Papiſts, to produce Arguments and Poſitions to 
maintain the Salvation of Infants dying in their Infancy without Faith, as 1 have ſufhci- 
ently proved upon them, even from their own Afﬀertions and Pofitions, although the 
whole curraut of the Holy Scripture be againſt-it ; Rom. 3. By the deeds of the law thers 
ſhail n fleſh be juſtified in his ſight. Gal, 2. Knowing that a man is mt juſt:ned by the works 
of the Law, but by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt : Even we have believed in Jeſus Chrilt, that we 
might be juStified by the faith of Chriſt; and nit by the works of the law : For by the works of- 
the Law ſhall n> fleſh be juſtified. = Gal. 3. But that no man is juStified by the law in the ſight 
of God us evident : For the juit ſhall live by faith. Gal. $5. 4. Christ is. become of na effe& 
unto you, Whoſnever of you are juſtifiet by the law; ye are fallen from grace. 

Secondly, There 1s another ſort of Anabaptiſts who are Armintians, and they have ſtep? 
back into Babylon it ſelf, and have brought out of that Satanica! Magazine ſome of the 
Reliques of Antichriſt, viz. The Dofrines of: Free-will in Man and of general Redemp- 
tion, in oppofition to the Goſpel Dottrines of Gods Free Grace and Eternal Election, 
Zohn 1. 13s. Eph. 2. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 1 Pet. 1. 2.. Rom. 8. 30, 33. Rom. 9. 

Thirdly, Another ſort of the Anabaptiſts are gone backward unto Zadaiſm, and have 
taken a turn among the Zews, by obſerving and. keeping-the Zew?ſh abolithed Sabbath in 
oppoſition to the Chriſtian Sabbath, Heb. 4. 4, 10. Lev. 43+. 26, 27. Fohn 29. 19. here 
the Apoſtles were met together privately ta worſhip God on the firſt day of the Weck, 
for fear of the 77s who perſecuted them.: Now if they had met together on the Jewiſh 


Sabbath to worthip God, the Jews would not have meddled with them, nor given them 
any diſturbance on that day : For. I do not remembcr that ever they did perſecute any 
for meeting on that day to worſhip God on, by any: Scriptural manifeſtation ; but the 
Apoſtles and Diſciplcs of Chriſt did uſually frequent the Fews Synagogues on the ſeventh 
day of the Week, to diſpute and convince them of the truth and wears the Chri+ 


{ttan Religion 3 but on the firſt-day of the Week they ſolemnly met together to worſhip 
God : They diſputed, with the Jews on the ſeventh day Sabbath, and the Zews perſecuted 
them on the Chriſtian Sabbath, Therefore if - the Sabbath. had not been changed; Chriſts 
Diſciples necd not to have run that hazard 3 for no Man ought to run Inmſelt into ſuffer- 
ings, when he may- innocently and fafcly avoid it :. For nothing: makes ſufferings accept- 
able with God next to the Blood of Chriſt, but when they ſuffer: to avoid Sin : ' When a 
Chriſtian is brought into this Dilemma, either he muſt ſuffer to avoid Sin, or fin to avoid 
Suffering ; he muſt ſuffer if he performs his Duty,. and he muſt fin if he omits and nc- 
glefts it. The Diſciples had been to blame if they might- have* worſhipped and ſerved 
God in their ſolemn Aſſemblies as acceptably on the ſeventh. day of, the Week, whercin 
they would have run little or no riſque, as on the firſt-day.of the Week, which was that 
holy and bletked day, in the beginning of. which, juſt at the end of the Jewiſh Sabbath, 
Chriſt roſe from the dead, | he was buried. on the fixth day of the Week in the Evening, 
and he lay all the ſeventh day,in. the Grave which was. the Jewiſh Sabbath, by which he 
for ever blotted out that day as a day never to be remembered more as a Sabbath ; and 
he roſe from the dead in the —_ of the firſt day of the Week, he reſted from his 
work of Redemption on the firſt day of the Week when he had finiſhed that, as. he did 
from his work of Creation on the ſeyenth day of the Weck when he had finiſhed that, 
Heb. 4. 4, 10. andthe work of Redemption was far greater than that of Creation, and 
Chriſt wrought them! both :, And the Apoſtles and Ditciples of Chriſt met together con- 
ſantly on the firtt day of the Week to worlhip God, and celebrate the Lords Supper, 
and they did not celebrate the Lords Supper. on the Jewiſh Sabbath;. no nor. on.any other 


day 


(5) 
day of the Week, but onthe firſt, As 20. 7. and it is called the Lords day, Rev. 1. 10. 
for as the Lord changed the Paiſeover, even ſo he alſo changed the Sabbath from the ſc- 
venth day of the Week to the firſt ; and that very day in which Chriſt roſe from the dead, 
is called in ſome Tranſlations the firſt of Sabbaths, Mat. 28. 1. Mark 16. 2. Luke 247 1: 

Fourthly, There is another ſort of Anabaptiſts that taketh a very ſtravge .ur:couth 
ſtep, and thoſe are they which feaſt on Legs of Mutton, gc. at the time when they do 
cat the Lords Supper, as an Appendix to it ; but what” other Opinions they do hoid 1 
know not, but this I know, that the Apoſtle St. Paul gave thofe Chriſtians a very auſtere 
reprimand who were guilty of the like gormandizing in his time, and he charged it 
-home upon them as Herefic, 1 Cor. 11. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. but I know not why theſe 
-People do prattice it now, unleſs it be in commemoration of the Jewiſh abolithed Pailc- 
over, therefore I will ſay no more of them. 

Fifthly and Laſtly, There arc another fort of Anabaptiſts which are ſtep'd beyond all 
the reſt, and theſe are ſuch as are of Opinion, that the Souls of Men fleep in the Grave 
with their Bodies after their-departare out of this Life until the Reſurreion of the Dead'; 
and ſome of this ſort, if not moſt or all of them, deny Chriſt to be the moſt high God, 
which-is a down-right denegation of the Deity or Godhead of Chriſt, and thery they 
diſown the bleſſed Trinity of Perſons in the Deity, by which they do as much as in them 
lyes deſtroy the very Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion 3 and it is alſo a juſtifying 
and a vindicating the Fews and Genti/es in that barbarous a& of theirs, in Crucifying our 
bleſſed Redeemer for an Impoftour and a Blaſphemer, becauſe he declared himſelf to be 
God coequal and coeternal with God the Father, Phil. 2. 6. Who being in the form of Ged 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God ;, for the Godhead dwelt in Chrift bodily. If Chriſt 
be not the moſt high God then he was a lyar and a deceiver, which is Blaſphemy to cor:- 
ceive of our Redeemer, mh is Go over all bleſſed for ever ; and if he was not God then 
was the Fews-charge againſt him true in John 10. 20, 33. And many of them ſaid he hath 
a devil, and is mad';, why hear ye him ** The Jews anſwered him, ſaying, For a g9o4 work 
we ſtone thee mt; but for blaſphemy, and becauſe that thou, being a- man, mabeſt thy ſelf 
Got. Pray obſerve how our Saviour vindicates himfelf from theſe filthy detrattions 
7obn 10. 30, 36+ I and my Father are one. Say ye of him, whom the Father hath jandified, 
and ſent into the world, thou blaſphemeſt ;- becauſe I ſaid, I am the Son of God ? John 8. 
Ten ſaid Feſus unto them, Verily, verily, Tſay unto ym, before Abraham was I am. Ia. 9. 5. 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a ſon is gtven, and the gruernment ſhall be upon his ſhouldey, 
- and his name ſhall be called Winderful, Counſel, The mighty G1d, The everlaſting Father, 
The prince of- peace.” Here following are ſeveral undeniable infallible Arguments to prove 
the Godhead of Chriſt: 

1, His wonderful miraculous Conception in the Womb of the Virgin Mary without the 
Inſtrumentality of Man, and his glorious Title which the Angel gave him, Lube 1. 55. 
And the angel anſwered and ſaid unto her, Toe holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the power 
of the mot high ſhall over-ſhadow thee : therefore alſ1 that haly thing which ſhall be born" of 
thee, ſhail-be called the Sonnf God. Matth. 1: 23. Behold, a virgin -ſhall be with child, and 
fhall bring forth a Son, and they ſhall call his name Emmanuet,, which being interpreted, is, God 
with us. Heb. 7. Chriſt is ſtiled King l righteouſneſs* and bing of peace z without father, 
without mnther, that is as he is God, without deſcent, havin; neither beginning of dayts, "tar 
end of life ; but made like unto the Son of God, abideth a prieſt continually, 

2. The Works which he- wrought by. his own Power. (r.) His Work of Creation, 
Rev. 4. 11. Thou art worthy O Lord, to receive glory, and hynour, and power : for thou haſt. 
created-all things, and for thy pleaſure they are and were created. Eph. 3. 9. And to» male 
all men. ſee what 4 the fellowſhip of the myſtery, which ffom the beginning of the warld hath 


been hid in God, who created all things by Feſus Chgft John 1. 3. A things were made by-- 
was*made. Col. 1. 15, 16, 17. Why) #s- 


him, and without him was not any thing made th 
the image of the inviſible God, the firſt barn of every creature. For by him were all things 
created that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be thrones 

| or. 
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rs dominions, or principalities, or powers. 3 all things were created by him and for him, And 
he is befive all things ; and by him all ey R227 þ Heb.” 1:1, 2, Fy Prov. 8. 15, 25, © 
"31. (2.) His Works or Miracles which he wrought by his own -Power and Spirit : He 
raiſed the Dead to Life, he healed the Sick, cured the Lame, opened the Eyes of the 
Blind, cauſed the Dumb to ſpeak, and the Deaf to hear, - reſtored Reaſon and - Under- 
ſtanding to the Lunatick, caſt out Devils, turned Water into Wine, multiplyed the 
Loaves and Fiſhes to fatisfie the hungry multitude, he ſtill'd the Tempeſt, and quieted 
the Seca at the word of his command. Theſe things are fo clearly known in the Holy 
Scriptures, that I ſhall not need to quote them for Proof thereof. 1 

3. The Miracles which the Apoſtles —_ in his Name, and by the powerful ope-« 
ration of his holy Spirit do prove him to be the moſt high God, As 16. 16, 17, 18. 
- Aﬀs g. 34. Aﬀs 3. 2, 6. Qs 

4. and Laſtly, The Divins Adoration and Worſhip which is performed unto him, 
clearly proves [4 to be God, Phil. 2. 9, 10, 11. Whereſore God alſo hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is above every name : That at the name of Jeſus every nee 
ſhould bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things undey the earth ; and that 
every tongue ſhould confeſs, that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the Father, Rev. 
1. 8. Tam Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, ſaith the Lord, which is, and 
which was, and which is to come, the Almighty. Rev. 4. And they reſt not day and night, 
ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. Rev. 5, Say- 
ing with a loud woice, Worthy is the lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and riches, and 
wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing. And every creature which is in 
heaven, and in the earth, and under the earth ; and ſuch as are in the ſea, and ell that are'in 
them, heard I, ſaying, Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that ſitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the lamb for ever and ever. And the four beaſts ſaid, Amen, and 
'the four and twenty elders fell down and worſhipped him that liveth for ever and ever. Heb. 
I. 6. And again when he bringeth in the firit begotten. into the world, he ſaith, And let all the 
Angels of God worſhip him. But if Chriſt be not the moſt high God, then. it is Idolatey 
and a breach of the firſt and ſecond Commandments to worſhip him, Exod. 20.3, 4, 5- 

Now all theſe Witnefles, and multitudes more which might be produced from þ & $a- 
cred Scriptures, do infallibly prove our Saviour Chriſt to be the moſt High God. The 
very Devils themſelves, thoſe Infernal Spirits, did own and confeſs the Deity of Chriſt, 
and did believe and tremble. 

Thus you ſee theſe Soul-ſleepers have made epomgte ſtep witha witneſs, and out- 
do the deeds of the wicked ; they are gone back and have incorporated themſelves with 
' the Jews and Gentiles, who perſecuted, condemned and moſt barbaroufly murdered our 
| Bleſſed Redeemer- the moſt-high God, for an Impoſtour and a Blaſphemer, becauſe he 
alſerted his Divinity : And o this ſort of Anabaptiſts become guilty of Crucifying to 
themſelves the Son of God afreſh, and putting him to an open RR Heb. 6, 1," 253, 
4, 5» 6+ | . 

"Now pray compare our ſteps, who are for ſprinkling Infants in Baptiſm, with the 
ſteps of the Antipedobaptiſts, and ſee what dilorence there js L—_ the ſteps of the 
© ane, ſeps of the other ; and obſerve ſiriftly, without partiality or prejudice, 
rareſt unto Babylon : For” I have not wronged any of them in this my charge 


agai ; nor imputed any thing to them but. what is true, and may be proved. by 
cuts of Watuelfes, .if apy are ſo hardy or even dare to deny it. ? 


4: % 


F'IW'1 8 


